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Quebec Wavers 



Commitment 



McGill will lose promised $100 million if 
performance contract not honoured; 
Student movement begins to mobilize in 
protest against provincial government 



itv Simon Rabinovitcii 
The McGill Daily 



S tudents and university administrators 
hushed out at the Quebec government 
Iasi week after Education Minister 
François Legault said dial the province may 
not have the money to honour the perfonn- 
ance contracts just signed with McGill and 
other schools across the province. 

Following Eegault's remarks, Deputy 
Premier Bernard Landry quickly shifted 
into damage control mode, saying that the 
province has always intended to follow 
through on the contracts. Hut late last 
week, rumours were still abound of provin- 
cial plans for a S-iOQ-million cut from the 
education budget to make way for lax cuts. 

And in the midst of all the uncertainty, 
many at Mctiill are nervously awaiting the 
government's final word. 

It's Iteen a week-long yo-yo game,” 
said Vice- Principal Administration and 
Finance Morty Valovsky. 

The university inked a lucrative per- 
formance contract with the province in 
Recemlvr that is supposed to bring the 
school SHHI-million over the next three 
years in return for hiring new professors, 
increasing its mimlvr of Queliec students 
and meeting several other conditions. 

Now, however, Valovsky says he is wor- 
rust that Mctiill will never see this money. 

"It would k* improper for the province 
to enter into an agreement and go hack 
on it,” Valovsky said. "I hope that the 
province would take the high step rather 
than the low step." 

It Mctiill does not receive the funding 
promised by Queliec, Valovsky says that dif- 
ficult decisions will have to he made 
According to him. the university may have 
to consider to running a greater déficit 
than planned or drop some initiatives 
intended to improve its academic quality 
Many in the student movement also 
said that cutbacks to the funding of post- 
secondary schools would lie an act of 
deceit after the province finally pledged to 
repair the damage caused hv years of 
budgetary slashing. In March 2t too, the 
provincial government held a youth sum- 
mit and agrml to reinvest SI -billion in 
education starling this fiscal year 
Phil llijevsky, a coordinator at the 
Quebec chapter of the Canadian 
Federation of Students, now says that the 
youth summit may have ken staged just 
to silence student groiqis. some of the gov- 
ernment's fiercest critics lie is outraged 



that the province would consider backing 
out of its slated commitments. 

"Basically, it’s a slap in the face to all 
student organizations," llijevsky said. "The 
government is sending a clear message to 
youth groiqis that it's okay to reneg on 
your promises." 

According to llijevsky, the student 
movement will not let Queliec lighten its 
purse strings without a fight. A protest is 
scheduled for Feb. 22, to lie attended by Ixitli 
university and CEGEP students, and more 
demonstrations are expected to follow. 

"The government las the money to 
sjiend and it's choosing not to. This is a 
serious betrayal and wv want to make that 
known to the public.” 

Here at McGill, SSMU president %'ojtek 
Baraniak is also irked by the province's 
rumoured flip-flop on its funding guaran- 
tee. SSMU las joined a coalition with other 
student associations to rescind to the gov- 
ernment, hut will wait to sa* what its final 
jiolicy is before acting. Like liijevsv, 



“ Basically it’s a slap 
in the face to all stu- 
dent organizations. 
The government is 
sending a clear mes- 
sage to youth groups 
that it’s okay to reneg 
on your promises 



Baraniak cannot believe that the province 
would shift its direction so quickly after the 
youth summit list s|>ring. 

I find it strange that the Minister of 
Education has said lie wants Queliec insti- 
tutions to lie the best in the country, the 
best in the world, hut then not to come for- 
ward with the money." 

Before the provincial budget comes out 
in March, the Education Ministry has indi- 
cated that it will review the money that has 
km allotted to all universities. It has km 
widely speculated that the Treasury Board 
is intent on presenting a balanced budget 
along w ith tax cuts, and that kith the edu- 
cation and health care ministries have 
km asked to significantly trim their 
sending to make this possible. 

"I guess it's really a wait and see game 
at this point," said Baraniak. 




Education Minister Francois Dyiiul (left) said last inti’ that Quebec may not follow through on lise perfromance 
contract recently signed will) McGill, nuRcrinf’ Vice-hinciplpal Administration and Finance Moly Valoisiy ( riybt). 
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Environmental Policy Hits Snag with Senate 

More obstacles block greening of McGill after senate committee tables environmental policy 



bv Roberto Room 
Tlx McGill Daily 

I t was a disheartening week for McGill's 
environmental activist as their hoix; of 
creating an eco-friendly university was 
once again hampered. 

On Thursday Feb. 1 , the Environmental 
Policy Workgroup presented the final draft 
of its long-awaited projsosal to the Senate 
Committee on Physical Development. The 
SCPD voted to table the policy for now and 
discuss it at a later date. 

The EPW has s|ient the last Two years 
wnting and refining its policy proposal, 
intending to put McGill's environment 
program on equal footing with other 
Canadian institutions. At present, McGill's 
program is estimated to lag ten years 
behind the average at other Canadian 
institutions. In the past few years, environ- 
mental projects had very short lives: new 
students found themselves repeating proj- 
ects from scratch, with no solid infrastruc- 
ture in place. It was hoped that the envi- 
ronment policy would remedy this. 

When the EPW presented its first draft 
to the SCPD in November, it was criticized 
for being "overly strident" and one critic 
said that it "asks for too much." After gath- 
ering comments from the McGill commu- 



nity, professor Saced Mirza, chair of the 
EPW, divided the policy into four manage- 
able phases to be implemented over the 
next ten years. 

"The committee (on physical develop- 
ment! did not even go through the poliq 
|wint by point," said Cassie Seaborn, the 
undergrad student representative on the 
SCPD and member of the EPW. "They just 
spent time debating whether McGill even 
needs an environmental poliq." 

Bruce Shore, chair from the depart- 
ment of education and counseling psy- 
chology and a key player in Thursday's 
meeting, made the motion that the policy 
be tabled and he questioned its chances to 
survive as it stands. He argued that an 
audit should be perfomied to ascertain 
how McGill currently handles environ- 
mental issues. 

The first phase of the policy, which the 
EPW urged McGill to adopt immediately, 
calls for the appointment of an environ- 
mental officer and the creation of a per- 
manent Senate Committee on the 
Environment whose first task would be to 
perfonn such an audit. 

"It strikes me as strange to criticize that 
the poliq doesn't look at this when that's 
the first thing implementation would do," 
said Brian Sarwer-Foner, Post-Graduate 



Student Society representative on the EPW. 

Shore contends, however, that taking a 
policy to senate that proposes the forma- 
tion of an office with a $ 1 70,000 yearly cost 
would be suicidal. "Senate cannot author- 
ize the creation of an office with a budget. 
Only the Board of Governors can do that. 
We need to frame the document in such a 
way that senate can deal with it," he said. 

The university, he argued, must first 
detennine what needs to be done before 
incurring any costs. "The motion to table 
the report was not to get rid of it, but to 
remind ourselves that it must be dealt 
witL.it was to save the poliq," added 
Shore. 

Sarwer-Foner said, however, that short 
tenn expenditures of Phase I will reap 
monetary savings in the future, as well as 
enhancing McGill's image. Members of the 
EPW contested the university's treatment of 
environmental matters with a cost-benefit 
analysis, and added that the poliq could 
spare McGill $12 million annually in ener- 
gy savings. "Nonetheless, the environmen- 
tal |X)licv should not be dictated by money 
matters," said Mirza. 

But Shore responded, "We don't have a 
choice. We want to implement right away 
the cost-free pressais. But even when the 
outcome is known in advance, the analysis 



Principal Administration and ^ y 

Finance, echoed his sentiments. 

Executive Chair of PGSS told me BPBSML ■ V jjÉ 

that when a policy is tabled by a sen- 

In an emergency meeting last ^ 

Thursday, the EPW discussed how it Slluh,ts «I petitions last week in support of 






\ A 



could keep the |iolicy from being 
swept away into a senate after- 
thought. One idea was to call for a 
sjiccial meeting of the senate committee 
and stress the importance of the poliq. 
Another |iro|X)sal was to draft an intersoci- 
ety letter confmning unanimous student 
support for the document. Whatever route 
is chosen, the members of the EPW will 



tlx environmental policy tixit a senate 
committee voted to table List week. 

keep fighting even though their original 
mandate, which was to create and present 
the poliq, is over. Many find it odd that 
McGill has a School of Environment but 
no comprehensive environmental pro- 
gram. "It’s time the university practices 
what it preaches," concluded Mirza. 



Prospects Bleak for FTAA Protesters Wanting Exam Deferrals 



by Jon WoonstOE 
Ait is Déporter 

T he prospect of academic amnesty for 
students protesting the Free Trade 
Agreement of the Americas hit a road 
block list week when a senate subcommit- 
tee voted to strongly oppose such a propos- 
al 

A motion will be presented to the senate 
as a whole this Wednesday asking that stu- 
dents attending the April demonstrations 
in Quebec City be granted exam deferrals, 
but now that the Committee for Student 
Affairs (CSA) lias decided to withhold its 
support, it appears doubtful that the senate 
will p;iss the motion 



Momentum for academic amnesty has 
been growing at McGill ever since 
Concordia reached a similar agreement on 
Friday, Jan. 19. A little over two weeks later, 
SSMl Council voted overwhelmingly to 
sup|wrt the motion asking senate to make 
some sort of accommodation for students 
who will miss final exams in order to 
attend the demonstrations. 

SSMU president Wojtek Baraniak 
opened hist week's meeting by outlining 
the students’ position. "Regular public 
won't be able to access these high level 
meetings and this has upset a significant 
ixirtion of our campus," he said. 

While admitting to lie an advocate of 
free trade himself, Baraniak commented 



that he and the Students' Society felt dial 
the university, as an im|vort;mt member of 
civil society, should encourage participa- 
tion in the demonstrations. "Students 
should lx; granted this academic amnesty 
because the exchange of ideas should not 
be limited to the classroom,” he said. 

Nevertheless, Enrica Quaroni, the 
Associate Dean of Arts, raised the issue that 
exrun deferrals may set a dangerous prece- 
dent, untenable on a practical scale. "If I 
allow this student asking to go to the sum- 
mit, then I'll have to allow similar requests 
| from students) asking to go to even’ other 
demonstration," she said. 

Quaroni also remained skeptical about 
the integrity of students, claiming that she 



would have no way to lx: certain that those 
seeking deferrals actually attended the 
protests. Other faculty members at the 
meeting were concerned that in granting 
academic amnesty, the university would 
look like it was endorsing something that 
might end in violence. 

But Robert Sim, university and aca- 
demic affaire coordinator with the Post- 
Graduate Students Society, countered that 
the wording of the motion could be 
changed from amnesty to reasonable 
accommodation, thus mitigating any neg- 
ative |ierception of the motion. He also 
reminded the CSA that the McGill's 
ombudsperson recommended last year that 
the university's associate deans "exercise 



reasonable accommodation for students in 
special circumstances," adding later that 
"these arc s|iecial circumstances." 

In the end, the senate committee was 
unwilling to tackle all the obstacles that 
the iiennission of exam deferrals entails. 
Along with the scheduling hassles that 
would ensue, Morton Mendelson, the 
Faculty of Science's associate dean, said 
that the passing of the motion would lie 
tantamount to "asking professors to pre- 
pare an extra exam." 

Eleven members of the CSA voted to 
oppose the exam deferral motion, three 
(the only student members on the commit- 
tee) cast votes in favour of it, and six others 
abstained. 



Protecting our natural heritage 

Jean Fau is a chief park warden for Parks Canada. He and his colleagues 
protect the plant and animal life in our national parks. They also help Canadians 
explore and enjoy these special places. This is just one of the hundreds of services 
provided by the Government of Canada. 



For more information on government services: 

• Visit the Service Canada Access Centre nearest you 

•Visit www.canada.gc.ca 

•Call 1 800 OCanada (1 800 622-6232) 

TTY/TDD: 1 800 465-7735 
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WITH YOUR UNIVERSITY HEALTH PLAN 
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EYE EXAMINATION 



THE UNIVERSITY 
HEALTH PLAN FULLY 
COVERS YOUR EYE 
EXAMINATION 
(VALUE $40) 
ONLY AT: 
MES YEUX TES YEUX 
OPTOMETRISTS. 

GLASSES 



With a contact lens fitting exam you will receive 
a FREE pair of disposable contact lenses and the new 
Complete ALL-IN-ONE solution starter Kit 

ACuyfO COMPLETE 

ALL-IN-ONE SOLUTION 



OPTI-FREE 



1460 Sherbrooke W. 



2nd location: 2354 Lucerne Rd. 341 
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-2020 
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GET $175 OFF 
PURCHASE OF 
PRESCRIPTION 
GLASSES WITH YOUR 
UNIVERSITY HEALTH 
PLAN ONLY AT: 
MES YEUX TES YEUX 
OPTOMETRISTS. 



COME VISIT US OR CALL US FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT 



‘Savings include eye examination and complete pair of prescription glasses 
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McGill Makes Push for More Quebecers, Francophones 

Declining applications making it tough to meet targets for Francophone and Quebec students 



by Véronique Ciieun 
News Writer 

I f McGill wants to continue to meet its 
goal of a large Francophone student 
population, something must be done 
right away to combat the decline in appli- 
cations by Quebec-born students, adminis- 
trators say. 

It is becoming harder to meet targets 
like a student body made up of SO per cent 
Qtiel)ec-l)orn students and 25 jier cent 
Francophones, they say, because for 
the last several years, fewer and 
fewer of these students have 
been applying to McGill. 

In fact, the CEGKPs from 
which McGill recruits these 
students have seen enroll- 
ment drop by 11 percent in 
just five years, which 
means that the pool of 
applicants to universities 
like McGill is 



shrinking as well - a trend the administra- 
tors say they must do something about. 

"Our objective is to keep the Quebec 
Imputation at McGill constant, but the 
demographics are working against us," 
said Vice-Principal Academic Luc Vine!, 
very conscious of the problem. 

That is why the administrators are 
busily working to market McGill to 
Quebec-born, and especially, 
Francophone students. 

Recruiting efforts have been 




focused on events like Open House for 
CEGF.P students held last weekend. The 
event saw students bused in for free from 
communities like from Ste-Foy, Trois- 
Rivières, Lcnnoxville, and Sherbrooke, and 
given bilingual tours of McGill’s campus. 

Other recent efforts at out- 
reach to Francophone stu- 
dents include the appoint- 
ment of staffers dedicated 
to assisting 

Francophone students 
and, beginning this 
summer, free, for- 
credit, intensive 
English courses for 
Francophone stu- 
dents starting at 
McGill in the Fall. 

"The recruiting 
office is organizing 
activities targeting 
Quebec students, and 
most of the advertizing is 
directed toward 

Francophones," said Cathy 
Giulietti, the newly hired 
First-Year Assistant for 
Francophone Students. 



And according to Louis-Philippe 
Messier, SSMU's former Francophone 
Commissioner, those initiatives represent a 
step in the direction. 

“The appointment of Cathy Giulietti 
has been one of the best thing hap|iening 
during my contract,” said Messier. 

Vinet also rcs|»nded to critics who 
raised concerns when the initiatives to 
recruit Francophones more actively began 
last year. At the time, Students for a Better 
McGill (SFBM), an unofficial student 
group whose mandate included "making 
McGill a meritocracy" said it was con- 
cerned that McGill’s particularly aggressive 
recruitment of Francophone students was 
simply a ploy to curry favour with the 
provincial government. 

But Vinet says there is nothing strange 
about the effort to better serve the Quebec 
community. He also points out that the 
recruiting effort is entirely McGill's own, 
and not the result of any pressure by the 
province. 

"The Quebec government does not 
require any kind of quotas," he said. "It is 
just felt that in a public system where the 
funding comes from the province, it is only 
natural to work toward a 50 per cent share 




Steve Barker 






of students to come from that province," he 
said. 

SFBM also raised concerns last year 
that trying to retain a certain number of 
Quebec-born and Francophone students 
from a shrinking |»ol of CEGEP graduates 
might mean that McGill will have to lower 
its admissions standards. 

Once again, however, Vinet says that 
there is no reason for concern. 

“The easy way would be to lower the 
standards, but McGill is proud of its quali- 
ty, so we would rather try to attract more of 
the best students", he said. 

Louise Dallaire, a research agent at the 
Ministry of Education, however, says that 
universities across the province need to be 
worried about the decline in applications 
from in-province students. "This is a gen- 
eral trend in Quebec that the universities 
will really have to consider", she said. 

But Vinet insists that the admissions 
procedure is blind to linguistic background 
and province of origin and that that means 
McGill is not aliout to lower the bar to meet 
admissions targets for Quebec-ltom and 
Francophone students. “If ever a handful of 
students apply and they are not good, they 
will not get in," said Vinet. 

Instead of lowering the bar, he said, the 
goal of current recruitment efforts is to 
make sure that students who might not 
otherwise consider McGill realize what it 
Inis to offer. 

"We believe McGill is interesting 
teause it's multicultural, and one of the 
finest universities in Canada. That’s the 
message to students who do not think 
about McGill," said Vinet. 



Referendum Set for SSMU Fee Hike 

Question will ask students whether they want to cough up $7.80 



by Jon Bricker 
Tim McGill Daily 

S tudents’ Society of McGill University 
council approved a referendum ques- 
tion on Thursday that will ask stu- 
dents for a few more bucks - money SSMU 
executives ho])C will help promote student 
life on campus. 

The question asks students whether 
they agree to give SSMU an additional 
S3-90 |ier semester for full-time students, 
and $1.95 for part-time students. 
Undergrads will vote on the question dur- 
ing SSMU elections, March 6-8. 

According to SSMU VP Operations 
Kevin McPhce, the hope is that the fee hike 
will offset rising operating costs and fund 
student activities that SSMU is currently 
unable to fund. 

“There's been a lot of support on 
Council for this and there’s l>een a lot of 



support at the faculty level as well," said 
McPhee. “What we're trying to do by 
increasing our fees is bring our revenue to 
the point that we can fund these things.” 

SSMU executives raised the idea of the 
Campus Life Fund (CLF) at a meeting last 
month. The CLF would replace the SSMU’s 
existing S|>ecial Projects Fund, helping stu- 
dent groups in need of financial support for 
events and activities. 

Although the referendum question says 
the fees, if approved, would go into SSMU’s 
general coffers and makes no mention of 
the CLP; McPhee says he ho[ies dial, if stu- 
dents approve the fee hike next month, the 
CLF will get underway in the near future. 
He added that there has ten no finn com- 
mitment to put the money towards the y et- 
to-be approved CLF because SSMU execu- 
tives did not want to confuse students with 
the introduction of another new fee. 

In a. similar referendum three years 



ago, students approved a fee hike that was 
sup|»sed to go towards the establishment 
of an SSMU-run daycare. The daycare has 
yet to o|ien. 

This time around, however, McPhee 
says that students can rest assured that 
future SSMU executives will see to it that 
the CLF is approved and that the new fees 
will go towards it. He admitted, however, 
that the concern that there’s no means of 
guaranteeing where the money will go is 
“a concern that a lot of people have 
brought up." 

SSMU clubs rep Suzy Loney said last 
week that she disagrees with the fee current- 
ly being propsed and that she’s concerned 
that since die fee hike would put money into 
SSMU’s general bank account, there should 
be a guarantee about how it will lie used. 

Nonetheless, she said she approved the 
question because students deserve a say in 
the matter. 



"i think that asking students about 
these things is always a step in the right 
direction," said Loney. 

Nonetheless, she took issue with the 
decision, also reached Thursday, that SSMU 
should strike a ‘Yes' committee for the ref- 
erendum question. 



“I think that asking 
students about these 
things is always a step 
in the right direction. ” 



The committee will lie headed by SSMU 
President Wojtek Baraniak. A handful of 
councilors at the meeting requested that 
SSMU also strike a ’No’ committee, howev- 
er, SSMU by-laws prevent Council from 
doing so. That means that any students 



interested in striking a ‘No’ committee will 
now have to collect 100 signatures in order 
to qualify for campaign funding. 

Loney said that she is worried that, by 
approving a ‘Yes’ committee to lie headed 
by SSMU’s President, Council may lie Liking 
a stance on the propsal for a fee hike. She 
added that she thinks that SSMU executives 
have lietter ways to s|iend their time than 
campaigning in favour of the fee hike. 

“With $400-million in [provincial) 
cuts to education jiotcntially coming, I 
don’t think that execs should S|iend their 
time working on a committee for this fee,” 
she said. 

McPhee said, however, that there is 
nothing wrong with executives showing 
their sup|iort for the fee hike. 

"It’s clear widi most council-initiated ref- 
erendum questions that SSMU Council is in 
supixirt of them," he said. "We're sort of just 
looking for ratification by the student society." 
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Rodrik thinks he knows howto make globalization work 

Putting a New Face 
on Globalization 

Harvard's Dani Rodrik calls for 
new approaches to integrating 
markets during a stop at McGill 



ItV KC ClIANO 
News Re/nrler 

C urrent efforts to internationalize 
markets are not maximizing the 
benefits of globalization, according 
to Dani Rixlrik. 

Rodrik, a professor at Harvard, deliv- 
ered that message when he spoke to a big 
crowd at Concordia hist Thursday. The 
speaking event, organized by the Karl 
Polanvi Institute and titled "What is Wrong 
With the International Market System?" 
saw Rodrik address the shortcomings of 
current efforts at globalization. 

While Professor Rodrik admits there 
have I ven increased strides towards the 
merging of nations' domestic markets into 
international markets, countries are 
nowhere near achieving the goal of a sin- 
gle global market. 

"Although a lot of money is sloshing 
around internationally, it doesn't mean 
there is an integration of national mar- 
kets," said Roilrik. 

Instead of viewing government trade 
policy as the barrier to globalization, 
Professor Rodrik says he believes there is a 
greater obstacle thwarting integration. 

lie blamed the lack of legal mecha- 
nisms to resolve disputes within the inter- 
national community as an integral factor 
preventing further progress. 

"Markets, in order to be fully integrat- 
ed. have to be integrated in legal and polit- 
ical institutions." 

Rodrik also explored the dilemma that 
globalization poses for developing coun- 
tries. Attempts to rapidly industrialize 
developing nations produce a conflict 
Ivtween foreign investors and a developing 
nation's domestic policy, he said. 

"We are asking developing countries to 
accomplish what took develop'd countries 




2(X) years to do. It is a bleak picture and 
requires much lime." 

In hopes of addressing the problems 
with current globalization efforts, Rodrik 
also offered an alternative economic pol- 
icy for developing countries. Instead of 
viewing industrialization as a standard- 
ized procedure, he thinks, developing 
nations must implement an economic 
development models that satisfy their 
own needs. 

"You don’t find wholesale refonn but 
rather minor reforms that cause more 
growth and refonn. It is being able to fig- 
ure out what is preventing domestic busi- 
nesses from investing in its own market." 

"I think the only way out is a re-cre- 
ation of the Brellon-Woods compromise, by 
striking a balance between autonomy and 
diversity among nation states," said Rodrik. 

During the question period following 
the lecture, an audience member asked 
Rodrik to comment on the European 
Union's impact on globalization. 

“Although a lot of 
money is sloshing 
around internationally, 
it doesn’t mean there is 
an integration of 
national markets.” 

“The El! is an interesting case that 
illustrates the principal that economic 
integration requires social and political 
integration. It illustrates what restricts 
economic integration is legal and institu- 
tional boundaries. It is a successful 
model of economic integration and high- 
ly suggests why globalization doesn't 
work ;is it lacks proper legal and political 
institutions." 



Fight to Keep Nanny in 

j 

Canada Continues 

Protesters back Melca Salvador in another rally 



M elca 
rally 
Tuesi 



by Damien Butvick 
News Reporter 

elca Salvador didn't attend the 
ally held in her name last 
Tuesday. That's because Salvador, 
a l-'ilipino woman who came to Canada in 
1995 as part of Immigration Canada's 
Live-In Caregiver Program (LCP), is 
being forced to leave the country - an 
order which she has been fighting tooth 
and nail. 

Salvador was ordered to appear at 
Immigration Canada’s Montreal office 
last Tuesday wijjt her travel documents 
and a ticket home. While she did not 
show up, 100 of her supporters came in 
her place to make a point to 
Immigration officials. Malcolm Guy, a 
founding member of the Centre for 
Filipino Concerns saw the rally’s atten- 
dance as a positive contribution to 
Salvador's campaign. 

"If there's not public pressure, they 
will try to deport Melca," Guy said. 
"They’ve already tried to deport a num- 
ber of women. I think it's the public 
pressure that will make the difference." 
While this form of pressure is very 
important, Guy added that the support of 
the Quebec Provincial government 
would help sway the Federal govern- 
ment's decision in this case. 

“Quebec has the right to say that they 
would like certain |ieople to lie immi- 
grants here," Guy noted. "It's the federal 
government that kicks you out and allows 
you in." Guy mentioned that if Premier 
Landry were to support the idea that 
Salvador should stay, "this would be a 
good factor in helping her. "We would 
like to have Quebec come on our side 
with this." Guy also remarked that 
Salvador has played an active role in the 
Quebec community, a reference to her 
voluntcerism at several Filipino commu- 
nities organizations. 

Salvador arrived here six years ago 
under the auspices of the I.CP, which allows 
workers to apply to become a landed immi- 
grant provided they fulfill the 24-inonth 
work commitment within the first 36 
months in Canada. Shortly after arriving 
on Canadian soil, however, she learned that 
she was pregnant. 

She was subsequently fired from her 
job and found it difficult to acquire a 
new job while respecting the time con- 
straints imposed under the LCP. Though 
she was told to leave the country in 
August 2000, she ignored the order, 
pleading that she remain here on 
humanitarian grounds. Her son 
Richard, a Canadian citizen, has asthma 
and she does not want to bring him with 
her the Philippines where there is poor 
healthcare, nor does she want to aban 
don him in Canada by himself. 

Her lawyer, hill Sloan, appeared in 
place of Salvador in order to appeal her 



deportation but officials would not 
agree to meet with him without 
her. This is not the first demonstra- 
tion that luis taken place protest- 
ing Salvador's deportation; in 
October 2000, a similar demon- 
stration also took place. 

Louella Alatiit, a member of 
the McGill University Filipino- 
Asian Students Association 
(MUFASA) who showed up to the 
protest, felt that Melca Salvador's 
lilight was indicative of the cold- 
ness of Immigration Canada. 

"This is definitely representa- 
tive of the insensitivity of the 
Canadian immigration system," 
Alatiit said. “Mclca's son, Richard, 
he has the right to grow up with 
the only parent he knows." 

The demonstrators said that 
they would return to 
Immigration Canada offices each 
week until Salvador's deportation 
order is reversed. 

Immigration Canada did not 
agree to be interviewed for this 
storv. 
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Protesters demonstrating against Canada s Ui e- 
in Caregiver Program in February of last year 




ASSIMILATE 

YOURSELF TO THE 

OPIlUl 

Board of 
Directors 



learn about important social and 
environmental issues in Montreal 
make GPIRG a more active and 
effective organization 
' work, collect vely 
1 develop job skills, including 
problem-sol/ing, staff supervision 
anc financial management 



Ail McGill students (undergraduate and post- 
graduate) are eligible to run tor -he n ne posi- 
tions available onthe 2301 -1002 QPIRG Board 
o! Directors Nomma:ion packages are avail- 
able atourcffice at 3647 Ur iversity SI (10 30- 
5 30) or on-line at ssmu ncgill caiqpirg/ To 
find ou mo e call QFIRG at 39B-7432, a e- 
rrailusatqpugigssmi.nicgill ca Nominatons 
rrust fce recaivec by Thursday. February 13 at 
500 pm Hurry! 



STANCE IS NOT FU~ILE.| 
Interest Research Group at McGill 

3 mi ,(/slic? anc.' environmental conservation 
ssmu mcgill.ca/qpiig 



WHAT IS QPIRG? 

QPIRG is a *f||n* place to meet other 
students interested in social justice and 
environmental activism, education, and research! 

3647 University St. • (514)398-7432 • ohrg@ssmu.mcgiu.ca • 
http://ssmu.mcgill.ca/qpirg/ 
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Science Undehghads Respond to 
Carnival Complaints 



Sludent complaints about excessive 
drinking and a |»tentially dangerous over- 
charged sexual atmosphere at the Science 
Undergraduate Society's annual winter 
carnival have led the event’s organizers to 
re-evaluate carnival activities, the society 
announced last week. 

In a press release, SUS said it will meet 
this week to strike a review committee that 
will re-evaluate carnival activities and 
determine guidelines regarding appropri- 
ate behavior for future events. The commit- 
tee will likely include SUS executives, an 
associate dean from the science faculty, 
past carnival leaders, and representatives of 
both McGill’s Women's Union and the 
Sexual Assault Centre of McGill’s Students’ 
Society (SACOMSS). 

In the release, the SUS also ajxjlogized 
to students who were made to feel uncom- 
fortable with events at this year's Carnival, 
held Jan. 4 - 7. Events at this year's carnival 
included a vomiting com|ietition f the con- 
struction of erotic ice sculptures, a "Pimp 
and llos" party, and skits in which partici- 
pants were made to simulate orid sex acts. 

SUS VP Internal Jayne Gardiner said 
last week that the decision to make changes 
to how the carnival is organized came after 
some female students brought concerns to 
SACOMSS. The students claimed that a bar- 
tender during one carnival activity had 
offered them free dnnks if they flashed him. 

She also said that the idea behind the 
changes will not limit how much fun stu- 
dents have during the annual carnival. 

“Our main responsibility is not so 
much controlling participants as making 
sure everyone is safe," said Gardiner said. 
She said that SUS will welcome input at 
Wednesday's meeting. 

Meanwhile SACOMSS External 
Coordinator Sarah Curry says she wel- 
comes the initiative by SUS. 

Carnivals organized by both the science 
and management undergrad societies have 
been heavily criticized in the past for com- 
bining binge drinking with an over- 
charged sexual atmosphere that could 
potentially put female participants at risk. 

"Drinking combined with sexually- 
charged activities can be really danger- 
ous," said Curry. 

She added that she is happy that 
SACOMSS and the Women’s Union will 
Ixith lie involved in the process to make 
future science carnivals friendlier. 

"Collaboration is a great way to go 
about this," she said. 
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McGill Mobiuzes for Quake Reijef 



Almost $9,000 has been raised at 
McGill in recent weeks for the relief efforts 
in Gujarat province in India, which has 
just experienced a devastating earthquake. 

The McGill Indo-Pak Students’ 
Association (MIPSA), a newly-formed 
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High Tech Giant to Set Up Shop at McGill 



workforce is of critical ini|)ortance to building a 
strong Canada in the information age," said 
Pierre-Paul Allard, Managing Director of Cisco 
Systems Canada Co., during a press conference 
on Thursday. 

The program is designed for high school and 
college level students rind has a curriculum 
geared towards filling the estimated 30,000 high 
tech jobs currently available throughout Canada. 
The eight-semester program is already estab- 
lished being used in over 3,700 schools national- 
ly and internationally The program prepares stu- 
dents to take the Cisco Certified Networking 
Associate exam - which would then allow them to 
either find a job or continue studies in |X)st-sec- 
ondary science or engineering studies. 



"Technology training will boost student 
learning in mathematics, the sciences, lan- 
guage arts and the many other fonns of literacy 
that we wish to increase for all our young peo- 
ple,” said Robin Eley Dean of Continuing 
Education. 

"Cisco likes investing in universities 
because a dollar goes farther at universities 
than anywhere else," noted Roger Guertin, the 
continuing education department's Director of 
the Information Technology. 

Guertin added that while the Cisco-McGill 
program is only one of 220 of its kind in 
Canada, “McGill has the distinction of being 
the only bilingual Cisco Systems program on 
the eastern seaboard." 




by Adam Shapiro 
News Re/mrler 



O ne of the world’s largest telecommunica- 
tions hardware companies, Cisco 
Systems, announced last week that it has 
just reached a partnership deal with McGill to 
train new students through the Continuing 
Education department. 

The Cisco Networking Academy program 
unofficially o|iened this January with an enthu- 
siastic res|wnse from students. There are cur- 
rently 80 students enrolled in the technology 
program and Cisco exiiects to at least double that 
number for the semester beginning in March. 
on Thursday "Building a strong, networking-literate 
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Graduate Nurses 



Begin your career with one of Canada's largest integrated academic health regions. Our 'picture of 
health' is comprised of both full service hospitals and specialized facilities. We are as well known for 
our acute care capabilities as we are for our public health and community care programs. Plus, we are 
equally committed to research and currently stand as Western Canada's leading health system in 
attracting sponsored research ventures. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OUR EXTENDED ORIENTATION PROGRAM OR JOB OPPORTUNITIES, 

CALL TOLL FREE: 1-877-488-4860 or 1-877-648-4127 

B MAIL YOUR RESUME TO: 

Regional Human Resources, 10th Floor, Harley Court Building, 

10045 - 1 1 1 Street, Edmonton, AB T5K 2M5 

r\ FAX YOUR RESUME TO: 

^ 1-780-408-5959 

Ee? EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: 
nro@cha.ab.ca 

Visit our website and apply online at: www.cha.ab.ca 



Edmonton, Alberta 1 
is a great place to live. 

Edmonton has many fine qualities including one 
of the strongest economies in the country. Our 
cost of living is exceptional with affordable 
housing and no provincial sales tax. 

Quality of life in Edmonton is equally attractive. 
Our river valley is the world's largest urban 
forest with elaborate, all-season trails, parks and 
golf courses. Banff National Park is a five-hour 
drive, and Jasper National Park is only a three- 
hour drive away. West Edmonton Mall is as 
popular a destination here in town. 

We are home to professional and amateur 
sports teams and the largest volunteer 
recreation program in North America, as well 
as a vibrant and diverse multicultural arts 
community. All contribute to the spirit of our 
city, especially now as we prepare to host the 
2001 World Championships in Athletics. 



And join our winning team. We've been rated as a leader in Canada's health care system for the second year in a row by the Canadian Institute of 
Health Information and Maclean's magazine. Today, Capital Health stands as the largest integrated academic health region in the country with several 
hospitals, care centres, public health programs, community services including home care and continuing care, and state-of-the-art facilities. 

We serve a local community of more than 800,000 residents and provide specialized services to another 400,000 people in northern and central Alberta, 
the Northwest Territories and, at times, BC and Saskatchewan. Explore these new employment opportunités for: 



===== Capital 
IS=r=: Health 



Our Picture of Health 



Healthier People in Healthier Communities 



Capital health promotes a smoke-tree environment 
All nav employees to CH must provide a criminal records check in compliance ’with the 
Protection lor Persons in Care Act tVe thank all applicants in advance and advise that only those selected lor an interview will be contacted 
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Engineers Try to Clear Air Over Faucet Hubbub 

But tensions still running high over accusstions of sexism and racism 



BVjOSLVN OOSENBERG 
Neirs Reporter 

D ebate was heated at an emergency 
meeting of the Engineering 
Undergraduate Society last Monday, 
when councillors met to discuss how to 
resend to the messy fallout from some 
controversial articles in a recent edition of 
the Plumber's Faucet. 

Contention over the Faucet began on 
Da'. 6 when the EUS-funded pa|x.*r pub- 
lished an article deriding women alongside 
a piece commemorating the 14 female 
engineering students who were killed at the 
École Polytechnique in 1989. The same 
issue also contained a letter which referred 
to feces as ‘Tittle Huxtables." 

Engineering President Anjali Mishra 
res|ionded to the issue in a letter to The Daily 
in which she criticized die Faucet's editors for 
racism and sexism. Her letter angered EUS 
executives who said that Mishra fail to get 
their approval before writing the letter even 
led to rumours of Mishra's impeaclunent. 

At Monday's meeting, EUS councilors 
set out to plan an official statement and 
strategy for dealing the controversy 
And although the council failed to 
approve an official statement, EUS executives 



issued tlteir own release die next morning. 

“A majority of the EUS Executive would 
like to state that we believe the Faucet editors 
did display sexism and racism in their publi- 
cation," read the final statement. “The views 
displayed in their paper clearly do not repre- 
sent the views of the EUS or its members." 



“ I’m happy the 
EUS execs have final- 
ly realized that taking 
a stance against racism 
and sexism is the only 
viable option 



But debate raged during the meeting 
over EUS’ handling of the Faucet contro- 
versy to date. 

Executives were criticized by represen- 
tatives of QPIRG, the Women's Union, 
Anti-Racist Action, and the Black 
Students' Network, who were invited to 
the meeting by EUS. 

The coalition of student groups present- 
ed a list of demands for dealing with the 



Faucet controversy. The demands included a 
public apology from the EUS and the editors 
of The Plumber's Faucet, mandatory cultur- 
al sensitivity and anti-oppression training 
for Faucet staff and EUS executives, and a 
promise that racist and sexist material will 
no longer be published in EUS-affiliated 
publications. Most of the demands were met. 

But after tensions ran high at the meet- 
ing, some of the students said that they felt 
that many at the EUS and the Faucet had 
failed to understand just how deeply 
offended they had been by Dec. 6 Faucet 
and the executives' criticism of Mishra for 
speaking out against the Faucet. 

The Black Students’ Network's Peter 
Flegel said that he does not feel that the 
statement released by the EUS executives 
represents a sincere apology. 

“It's a success in the sense that they’ve 
agreed to our demands, but the impression 
that I was getting from the meeting was 
that it was just for damage control, as 
opposed to a real understanding of the 
problems," he said. 

Flegel also said that he was deeply dis- 
apjKiinted with the atmosphere during 
Monday's meeting. 

“We felt lots of hostility either on the part 
of some members of the Executive or some 



the editors, who just didn't 
seem to understand the extent 
to which the article had 
banned and hurt black stu- 
dents and women," said Flegel. 

"They seem to have been dis- 
missing our concerns as either 
extreme or oversensitive." 

EUS executive’ Wesam 
Khoury disagrees. He said 
that while EUS invited the 
students to hear what they 
had to say, many were too 
aggressive in their approach. 

"They came in big num- 
bers, which might have 
seemed very intimidating to 
some," said Khoury. "Some 
lieople took advantage of the 
situation and started bashing 
the EUS,” he added. 

Mishra, however, said that 
she was glad that the meeting presented an 
op|>ortunity to clear the air and for EUS exec- 
utives and Faucet editors to hear students' 
concerns. “I think that over all the meeting 
was successful. The entire council got a letter 
picture of the problems surrounding the 
Faucet, and how members outside tlie EUS 
bad reacted to the article," said Mishra. 




EUS President Misbm: at tlx’ centre of llw controivrs y 



She also said that despite debate during 
the Hireling, she was happy that the release 
issued by the executives following the meet- 
ing finally look a stance against the offen- 
sive views expressed in the Dec. 6 
Faucet.'Tm happy the execs have finally 
realized that taking a stance against 
racism and sexism is the only viable option 
for the EUS," said Mishra. 



McGill Billed a Private School in Princeton Review 

Despite confusion, McGill scores high in annual university rankings 
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by Alex Singer 
News Reporter 

-cGill's billing as a "private" institu- 
tion in the pages of a recent edition 
LofTlie Princeton Review, has many 
on campus questioning how it happened. 

’Ilie Review, an annual publication dial 
rates and evaluates Canadian and US |wst-sec- 
ondary schools for would-be applicants, lut 
stands late ktst year. Since tlten, a number of stu- 
dents Itave expressed Iwvildennent at McGill's 
listing as Gtnada's only for profit university. 

When contacted, Princeton Review offi- 
cials said the mistake was not theirs. 
Instead, they say McGill was listed as pri- 
vate based on information provided by 
McGill's own University Relations Office. 

But URO Director Kate Williams insisted 
last week that, while she was sorry for the 
confusion, Canadian universities are techni- 
cally publicly-funded private institutions and 
that's why her office submitted the fonns to 
Princeton with McGill listed as private. 

"Sometimes, ambiguity is part of a com- 
plex society," Williiuns told Tlie Duly last week. 

Michael Conlon isn't so sure that 
McGill's decision to bill itself as private was 
an accident, however. Instead, Conlon, the 
National Chairperson for the Canadian 
Federation of Students, susjiects that 
McGill may be billing itself as private to 
attract students who think a private educa- 
tion is better than a public one and who 
can afford the big price tag usually associ- 
ated with private education. 

Conlon pointed to recent efforts at 



McGill to forge a host of new private sector 
partnerships and the plan to establish 
McGill College International, a US-style, 
for-profit, private college for students pre- 
pared to pay upwards of $30,000 a year. 

"Principal Shapiro's dream of a private 
liberal arts college may be on the shelf for 
now, but I don't doubt that he, along with 
other university presidents, are ready to pri- 
vatize," Conlon said. 

Aside from the confusion over McGill's 
public status, McGill fared well in this year's 
Princeton Review, the culmination of hun- 
dreds of student surveys and statistics pro- 
vided by universities across tlie continent. 

On a 100-[ioint scale, McGill scored an 88 
in a category measuring students' quality of 
life, compared to a score of 79 for the 
University of Toronto and a 93 for Harvard. In 
tlie academic category, McGill scored a 90, 
compared with U of Ts 75 and Harvard's 93- 

The Princeton Review’s article also 
S|ioke very highly of McGill, specifically 
concerning Montreal’s city life, off-campus 
food, and ethnic diversity. 



However, some of the harshest criti- 
cisms were saved for the governing bodies 
here at McGill. Comments such as, "die 
student government is un|iopular" and the 
presence of “a sometimes chaotic and dis- 
agreeable administration," revealed some 
of McGill's shortcomings. 

At the URO, Williiuns sought to provide 
a |iositive spin on those remarks, saying, 
"Sometimes chaotic can mean creative." 

She also said that universities like 
McGill should not put too much weight on 
what’s said about them in publications like 
The Princeton Review and Maclean’s 
annual university rankings. 

"You’ve got to Lake what they say in con- 
text of the institution as a whole before you 
make any final decisions," said Williams. 

She pointed to the criticism of McGill's 
student services budget in this year's editon 
of the Maclean's rankings, as an example of 
how university rankings can be misleading. 

In the past, Maclean’s has also come 
under fire for not including student surveys 
in their evaluation and looking only at raw 



statistics which are easily manipulated. 

According to Princeton Review writer 
Robert Franek, however, the Princeton 
Review’s use of student evaluations is one 
of its strengths. He says that's why he ho|ics 



that students put a lot of weight in what the 
Review has to say. 

"We think the best way to evaluate a 
school is based on the |icoplc who go there. 
McGill should be very proud of its scores." 



MORGENTALER CLINIC 

Abortions (6 to 20 weeks) 
Medical Abortions (5 to 7 weeks) 
Monday to Saturday: Evening Clinics Available 

30 St Joseph Blvd. E., Suite 710 
Montreal, QC H2T 1G9 
Tel: (514) 844-4844 



ATTENTION UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 

We are seeking undergraduates up to 25 years of age for a study 
on the activities people participate in and how happy the activities 
make them. 

You will be asked to complete several questionnaires, which 
take one hour to complete; remuneration is $1 0. In addition, you will 
have the option of completing a brief (1 5 minute) second question- 
naire two months later; if you chose to complete the second ques- 
tionnaire, you will be compensated an additional $5. 

Contact: Dr. Zuroff's lab, Psychology Department, McGill 
University, 3 98-74 25. Please leave a message and our research 
staff will contact you. 



Discounts 





This offer valid for all 
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^ services operated by 

Coach Canada 

(Momn-.il Corridor. Niagara 
IVnin.Mila amt Key 
Somlmejiem Giiies.) 



For Fare & Schedule Information Call 
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Hit Us Wojtek, 
One More Time 



Commentary 



editorials 




-ddmrial 

T he news broke last weekend. 
Rumours were circulating that the 
Quebec government was about lo 
reneg on a promise for M 00-million. The 
on-campus powers-that-be wasted no 
time. Student lobby groups prepared press 
releases and protests lo chastize the 
province. University administrators 
accused the education minister of out- 
and-out lying. And SSMU? They wasted no 
time either. If the province had plans to 
continue to deprive its universities, SSMU 
executives were not about to stand idly by. 
Thursday afternoon, just days after the 
rumoured cuts hit the papers SSMU execu- 



tives revealed their plan of action: hit stu- 
dents up for a fee hike, one more time. 

In all fairness, SSMU executives were 
heard right alongside student lobby groups 
and university administrators criticizing 
the province. But just how mighty was that 
message to the province when the SSMU 
executives turned right around and 
showed they had no reservations about 
simply going to students for more money? 
Our execs were talking out of both sides of 
their mouth every time they said student 
life would suffer without public reinvest- 
ment, on the one hand, but that students 
can afford another fee hike on the other. 
With lobbyists like that speaking for us, it's 
hardly surprising that the provincial and 
federal governments fad that students can 
withstand the continued retrenchment of 
public funding. 

One can only hope that students will 
bear that in mind next Mar. 6-8 when a 
SSMU referendum question asks them if 
they arc willing to cough it up for yet 
another fa> hike. 




Your forum for all the latest campus scoops 



Unlike the Dr. Pepper-swilling 
socialists who pervade The Daily, the 
happy fun kids down at SSMU apparently 
don't listen to their state-funded broad- 
caster. This was seen last week on the 
SSMU website, which announced that sev- 
eral CBC Montreal radio programs would 
be broadcasting from the Shatner Caf on 
Thursday. Among the programs listed was 
Hit & Run, which one can only assume 
was a variation on Home Run, the sta- 
tion'sdrive home show....Well, it's that tire- 
some lime of year when Slibcl is forced to 
say who's running for what in the elections 
which will detennine who gets to bungle 
renovations next year. Current VP 
Community and Government Affairs 
Jeremy Farrell is running for president 
along with unkept enigma D.J. Waltezky, 
KneeDipper Raoul Gebert is running for 
VP O|ierations, and Kevin .McPhce is 



running your finances into ground....This 
week’s scary quote of the weak: SSMU 
President "The Void” Baraniak on the 
Quebec government's bailing on perform- 
ance contracts: “It’s like they have SSMU 
execs running the province of Quebec." As 
they say in these parts, je me souviens le 
bunglc....Enjoy your reading week, kids 
and remember: forward all embarassing 
Cuban beach pics directly to this column at 
slibel@mcgilldaily.com 



Clearing Up Confusion about the 
Faucet Fiasco and the EUS 
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by AdilJ.aw.aid and Jennifer Wii 



A s final-year engineering students and 
councillors on the Engineering 
Undergraduate Society, we feel the 
nail to clarify a situation that involves the 
society. We feel that general public opinion 
has Ixvn unfairly turned against the EUS 
council. 

There have Ixvn disagreements 
amongst the EUS executive over certain 
issues during the past year. The executive 
finally brought the matter to council in an 
attempt lo rectify the situation, although 
we are told that they did so only ;ls a last 
: resort, after having attempted repeatedly to 
I remedy this problem internally. 

For litis reason, the EUS council on Jan. 
.30 decided to conduct iLs meeting behind 
closed doors, since it involved an internal 
EUS matter. The situation brought to us 
was that on numerous occasions in the 
pas! the EUS President had used her |K>si- 
tion as a plalfonn to voice her personal 
opinions and feelings on certain issues. 
Whether or not her opinions were justified, 
they were on several occasions not repre- 
sentative of those of the EUS executive. 

The final and most infamous case of 
this concerned articles published in the 
December issue of the Plumber’s Faucet. It 
i certainly is the opinion of both the EL'S 



council and the EUS executive, that the 
content of these articles were both offensive 
and insensitive. Following the publication 
of the paper, the EL'S executives 
approached the Plumber's Faucet editors 
and demanded that they publish an apolo- 
gy for the articles. The Faucet editors con- 
sulted immediately with POWE 
(Promoting Opportunities for Women in 
Engineering) , as well as the Associate Dean 
of Engineering. It w.ls agreed by the EUS 
executive and all parties concerned that the 
apology by the Faucet editors would lx* 
published in their next issue. Since this was 
viewed as a faculty issue and the Faucet is 
an engineering paper, it did not occur to 
the editors to consult external special inter- 
est groups. 

Given this, at an EUS executive meet- 
ing it was determined that external media 
would not be used; an apology would be 
issued by the Faucet editors in their own 
paper. The President of the EUS was unable 
to make this meeting, and was therefore 
infomied afterwards of the almve decision. 

When a majority of the executive 
reaches an agreement on a matter, it is 
constitutionally binding that all members 
of the executive stick to that decision. 

Aware of the decision made, the EL'S 
President proceeded to voice her opinion in 
the McGill Daily. As an outright defiance of 
EL'S procedure indicating continued disre- 
gard for EL'S executive decisions, it was felt 
by the remaining members of the executive 
that the matter must lie brought before 
council. 

After long deliberation, a motion was 
passed that the following would occur 
(summarized): 

The EUS President will write an apolo- 
gy to the EUS council for defying proce- 



dure, and for having misrepresented their 
views in the past. 

All statements representing the EUS 
made by the president must be approved by 
the council or the executive. 

An emergency council maling will lx* 
calk'd to prepare a press release describing 
the events up to that date, to disjK-1 
rumours of presidential impeachment. 

(< As members of the 
EUS council , we do 
not tolerate insulting 
remarks towards our 
colleagues. ” 

An EUS emergency council was called 
for February 5. The mating was also 
attended by members of QPIRG (Quebec 
Public Interest Research Group), ARA 
(Anti-Racist Action group), the Women's 
Union, and the Black Students Network. 

In an attempt to infunn ourselves of the 
point of view of these groups, our council 
passed a motion granting them sjYecial 
shaking rights. They were allowed fifteen 
minutes of shaking time, to lx.* used prior 
to the main jKirtion of the meeting. 

At the onset of their speaking rights, the 
head of the ARA imposed a list of demands 
on the EUS. The demands were presented 
inappropriately; there was an undertone of 
insult, implying racism and sexism in all 
EL'S members present. 

Although some members of these inter- 
est groups had constructive things to say, it 
was outdone by the offensive behaviour of 
others. Despite intervention by EL’S execu- 
tives, what followed was simply shameful. 




Ox Track: The Market Watch 
Column in (he Financial Post. Where 
did they dig up the stellar economic mind 
to write this? Sec page 2 of FP Investing 
Ox Crack: Mother Nature We've 
said it before and wv'll be saying again 
Drop the 'tude balx* It ain't workin' for ya. 

Seeing that the discussion was degener- 
ating and the original purpose of the meet- 
ing Ix'ing overlooked, an EUS councillor 
prepared to leave, possibly breaking quo- 
rum and dissolving the meeting 

Upon hearing this, members of the so- 
cial interest groups accused him of 
"hav(ing) no class”, and that his opinion 
w;ls "not worth two cents.” After more dis- 
cussion. the head of the ARA pronounced, 
"Sure, gang up on the brown guy". Tins 
comment enraged several councillors, who 
then prepared to walk out. A co-author of 
llris article voiced that she was offended by 
these comments, receiving as a reply "Well, 
I’m offended that you're offended." 

As members of the EUS council, wv do 
not tolerate insulting remarks towards our 
colleagues When one is a guest at a coun- 
cil meeting, one must lx 1 respectful of all 
those present, and observe the rule's of that 
council It is also vital that one avoid 
insulting and derogatory remarks For 
fruitful discussion to evolve, statements 
should remain impersonal and respatful 
We would like to reiterate that the orig- 
inal intentions of the emergency meeting 
held on Monday had little to do with the 
Plumber s Faucet articles. It was aimed at 
fonnulating the press release chronicling 
the sequence of events leading up to the 
closed council on Jan. 30. with the inten- 
tion of dispelling rumours. 

Wc do not condone what was written in 
the December issue of the Plumber's 
Faucet. We also recognize the effort on the 
part of the interest groups to attend the EUS 
meeting because of their genuine concern. 
However, it is advisable that these |>arties 
infonn themselves as much as jiossible 
about all facts ix'rtaining to the topics of 
which they are concerned, and that they 
conduct themselves in a |>ro|ier manner if 
they wish to be involved 

Athl Jairaid and Jennifer Ifb aw 
chemical cnt’inivrint’ students and l;US 
councillors 
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Ain’t Life Odd by Mike Winters 



comics@mcgilUlaily.com 



— mm ir 

I'r.MBOT’s Personal Mi sings 

I’RCTEMIOI s AM) Snr-lMPORTANT 

Is anyone else sick of Fembol? I mean, 
honestly, is The Daily a newspaper or her 
own personal journal? As a recovered 
anorexic/bulimic I w.is extremely annoyed : 
by her hist column, "A (Humourous Story 
of Survival." Obviously I am able to iden- I 
tify with the difficulty of living with an eat- 
ing disorder, but even I cannot fail to con- 1 
demn Fembot’s lengthy and pompous | 
autobiographical entry A news publication 
such as The Daily is not the place for a 
journalist to purge his or her inner 
demons, rather, it is a fonn of media 
designed to offer factual and relevant infor- 
mation. Never have I witnessed such a dis- 
gusting display of pretentious self-impor- 
tance. If her goal was to offer infonnation 
and help to readere suffering from eating 
disorders, as it ought to have been, she 
failed miserably. A phone number or web 
page to contact, support group listings, and 
books to refer to would have been much 
more appropriate offenngs, and I personal- 
ly am outraged at the atrociously self- 
indulgent waste of space spice which 
could have been used to provide readers 
with much-needed helpful resources and 
general infonnation. It is obvious that 
Fembot has no desire to help her readers, 
only herself 

Kristie Ultlanc 

Ul English Lit. 

Fembot an Issei ration 

Fembot, I just wanted to say thank you 
for writing the article that you did. Perhaps 
not everyone understands how difficult 
your journey has been, and how hard it 
must have been for you to express it that 
way. I personally am on the same road that 
you are, and have come through the same 
ugly experiences. Your article touched me 
in a way that we ’sufferers' are not often 
touched - by that feeling of not being 
alone. I know that you get a lot of criti- 
cism, and it saddens me to see that jieople 
have such a negative reaction to feminism. 

I guess no one likes their perceptions to be 
challenged. [Kind of what anorexia is all 
about.) I think that with your column, 
you are addressing issues that are crucial to 
our society today, and the fact that many 
people don't see that should encourage you 
to keep going. There may be some women 
out there who fad that they are not affected 
• by these concerns, and I congratulate them 
(although I would disagree). 

However, it saddens me that this blinds 



The Daily's next issue 
will hit the stands on 
Thursday March 1. 
Enjoy your 
“ reading " week. 
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many people to issues such as anorexia, the 
"invisible disease", which are growing 
indicators that all is not well for women 
living in today's world. Your column is a 
message to these |ieo|ile to o|ien their eyes, 
and it is a pillar of strengh for many of us, 
in the sidelines, struggling with our own 
internal battles. 

Ka*p up the good work, girl! 

Touch'd 

U2 Arts 



More Response to the Fembot 

I would like to resend to Fembot's 
article from January 22nd entitled 
' Revisiting Hoe v. Wade". As Fembot aptly 
iwints out, many things have changed 
since this 1973 Supreme Court decision. 
Abortion, once illegal, has now become 
common|)lace. There have Ixcn pro- 
choice presidents a la hill Clinton, and pro- 
life presidents such as George W. Bush and 
his father. There have been women who, in 
the case of an unplanned pregnancy, have 
decided to are for the baby themselves or 
give it up for adoption. Sadly, there have 
also been women who have aborted their 



children, and since the Roe v. Wade dai- 
sion 28 years ago, over 38,610,000 unborn 
babies have been killed by abortion 
(innrjtitberrytin.org). 

However, the most interesting change 
that has transpired since the Roe v. Wade 
decision has been in the jierson of "Jane 
Roe" herself, Mrs. Nonna McCorvey. In 
1973 Mrs. McCorvey is quoted as saying, 
“Though I have never had one, abortion is 
the sun around which my life orbits. This 
issue is the only one I live for. I live, eat, 
breathe, think everything about abortion 
(umr.roenomore.org)'.' Nonna worked 
for the pro-choice movement and in the 
abortion agency itself. She was arguably 
the most prominent spnlxil for the alvor- 
tion movement in the 1970s. Then, in 
1995, Nonna renounced her involvement 
with the abortion industry and was bap- 
tized a Christian. Liter, in 1998, she 
became a Roman Catholic. Since her bap- 
tism, she has stated, "I am one hundred 
|iercent |iro-life now. No exceptions, no 
compromises." 

The fact that one of the biggest |iro|io- 
nents of a woman's right to choose abor- 
tion, and die prosecutor in the Roe v. Wade 
case, has come to take a staunch pro-life 
stance will hopefully send a message to 
readers. Ironically, Fembot chose to 
sing "Happy Birthday” to 




Roe v. Wade in the beginning of her article. 

It is terrifically sad that this much-lauded 
court case legalized the slaughter of almost 
39 million babies who will never have the 
chance to experience a birthday. Though 
I believe that hearts, such as Norma 
McConev's, must lx 1 changed as well as 
laws, I could not lx more sincere in wish- 
ing a quick death to Rix* v. Wade. Only then 
will all the unborn have a chance to see life 
outside the womb. 

Emily A. limite 

Faicet Debacle a Tragedy 

I am writing to add my voice to the 
chorus supixirting Anjali Mishra, president 
of the Engineering Undergraduate Society. 
She decided to Sjxak out in the Daily 
against this dis|ilay of racism and sexism, 
and now the other EUS executives are con- 
demning her for doing so. EUS VP Admin 
Sabino DeSimini claims that Mishra’s 
mistake was in addressing a matter inter- 
nal to engineering in an external medium; 
she chose to broadcast the Faucet problem 
in The Daily instead of taking it to the rest 
of the EUS executives or publicizing it in 
the Faucet. 

When 1 consider the less-than-stellar 
resjionse we have seen from the EUS coun- 
cil and the Faucet since Mishra’s letter, I do 
not place much faith in these internal pro- 
cedures. An extremely inadequate apology 
from the Faucet editors and possible 
ini|ieachment proceedings of Mishra on 
the part of the exec do not consti- 
tute adequate action to address the 
lery real problem of the content of 
the Faucet. 

If Mishra is impeached on a 
technicality or ordered to a|iologize 
for her letter, the EUS will send a 
clear message that it is not okay to 
fight prejudice and discrimination in 
all fomis. They will, in essence, condone 
the actions of the Faucet editors. 

Mishra wrote on her own behalf and 
on behalf of the student Ixxly that elated 
her as the official s]Mikes|vrson of the EUS. 
She is not the mouthpicœof EUS council; 
her job is to reliât the whole of under- 
graduate engineering. Indeed, I hope the 
student bodv is much more committed to 



For tK« rest of wr>e» and an explanation cl »KcW 
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Titans of Literature vs. Famous Movie Monsters by Steve Barker 



fighting racism and sexism than its coun- 
cil a|)|xars to lx'. 

Sand) Carry 
External Coonlinalor 
Sexual Avan It Centre of McC ill 
Students' Society 

Drop Fai err Eds, Not Controversy 

The fact that the editors of the Faucet 
wish the controvesy surrounding their 
printing articles with discriminatory con- 
tent "lx dropped", as one editor put it, is 
not suqtrising Not doubt they are a hit 
irked by the outrage they have caused. The 
issues of sexism and racism, however, are 
quite serious and deserve to lx addressed. I 
applaud Mishra for refusing to remain 
silent. Perhajis instead of dropping the 
issue of tolerance towards discrimination, 
the editorial staff of the Faucet should 
themselves lx dropixd. After all, they failed 
to uphold their own mandate "to accept 
anything unless it contains content that is 
racist, homophobic or sexist". 

Naomi Caniiol 
Arts 112 

From the 514 to the 416 

What exactly is wrong with your Art 
Dummy? While I wholly understand his 
need to soil the commentary pages with his 
rants on jxrsonal affairs, drug escapades 
and general non-sensical claptrap, I fail to 
comprehend his lack of hold on materially 
defined sjiace. When will somone please be 
so kind as to infonn him that this is not 
the McGill Varsity? If I wanted to hear 
about Mel Listman and his TTC wran- 
glings I'd lx on the Toronto Star's mailing 
list. Frankly one of the best things about 
The Daily and McGill is that they aren’t in 
Toronto. I hereby beseaii the well-rooted 
editorial staff of the Daily to either put 
Ortved on assignment exploring the end- 
less delights of Montreal's urban jwlitics, or 
to rename his column, oh I don't know, 
"the Spatially Discontinuous Dummy." 

Jason Rebel 
U3 English Literature 



Send us your letters and Hyde 
Parks at letters@incgilldaily.coni. 
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To be Competitive, 
McGill Must Innovate 




by Fred Sagel 



I n Samira Rahinani's Hyde Park (Jan. 
2 1 )), llie author expressed her outrage 
at the lack of innovation in the Faculty 
of Science. She's absolutely right. In fact, 
she points to a problem that not only 
plagues the Faculty of Science but the 
entire McGill community. 

McGill lus fallen into a trip that is 
common to many top research universi- 
ties. Ask any student the question, "What 
do you least like about McGill?'' and the 
answer will usually be the same: large, 
ini|tersonal classes, discontent with the pri- 
ority of research over teaching and a lack 
of contact with professors. 

Sound familiar? 

It was this kind of dissatisfaction which 
prompted a group of academics from top 
schools across the United States to form the 
Itoycr Commission to address the ills of 
undergraduate education. What did they 
find? "Research universities have too often 
failed, and continue to fail, their under- 
graduate populations." Their solution? 
Innovation. 

The report calls for critical reforms. 
Bring together students and profs with 
more conferences and improved research 
opportunities. Use more infonnation tech- 
nology in libraries. Improve the diversity 
and variety of programs available. Promote 
interdisciplinary studies, challenging stu- 
dents to "view their studies through many 
different lenses." 



Rahinani's suggestion that qualified 
undergrads lead conferences or simply 
work with TAs is a great idea. She coins it a 
“small innovation." I prefer to say that it is 
a large step in the right direction. 

McGill must heed this call. Students 
are unsatisfied with their education. Our 
ranking and reputation, at least within 
Canada, continue to fall. McGill must look 
at ways to bring students and profs closer 
together. More conferences are needed, 
class sizes should be cut through course 
caps, and every first year student should 
have the option of taking a freshman sem- 
inar. We need better research opportunities 
for undergrads. MIT and UC-Berkeley 
already give all students the chance to 1 
work with leading profs. Why don't we? 

McGill must innovate its programs and j 
courses. Why haven’t greater strides been j 
made with inter and multidisciplinary : 
courses? Recent innovations such as the 
McGill School of the Environment are a 
good start but they are not enough. 

Why is the interdisciplinary IDS pro- 
gram, one of the most popular Arts majors, 
struggling? Why are we now only liegin- 
ning to see joint-faculty programs? Why do 
we not have multidisciplinary degrees? 
Schools such as Stanford already boast a 
Bachelor of Arts and Science degree. They 
recognize that grad schools and the busi- 
ness world thrive on students with a diver- j 
sified academic background. 

I have never once doubled my decision 
to come here; in my mind, there is no bet- 
ter school in the country. But we can't set- 1 
tie for mediocrity. Clxsses are overcrowded, 
conferences can be improved, programs 
need to be more diversified. Innovation is 
des|ierately needed. By taking Borer's rec- 
ommendations to heart, as MIT, Columbia, 
and UC-Berkeley have already done, we j 
can improve McGill. 

Fred Sapel is a U2 Economics and ' 
History student 




"Some people look til a feminist in a 
mini skirl and wonder hoir she expects 
to be taken seriously. And some look 
and wonder where she pot those shoes to 
match" 

-Paula Wehmeyer; from BUST maga- 
zine 

Y eah, it was something like that, just 
substitute the mini-skirt with black 
leather pants. 

It was scary stuff. In 19.%, a Newsweek 
cover story proclaimed that a single career 
woman over the age of about 35, was 
“more likely to lx; killed by a terrorist" 
than marry. As a result, many eni|iowered 
young females were taken aback, forced to 
rethink their decisions to prioritize their 
careers over immediate marriage. 
However, the media-induced panic sur- 
rounding this supposed man-shortage 
didn't last long. 

Since then, the daunting statistic was 
disproved in Backlash: The Undeclared 
War Apainst American Women, Susan 
Faludi (the book's author) won a Pulitzer, 
viva Sex and The City, and being a single 
chick is way cooler these days. Even after 
Christina Hoff Sommers (in Who Stole 
Feminism?) used all die funding the right 
wing could squander to try to re-prove the 
faulty marriage study, sorry, Newsweek, but 
we’re not afraid. 

This Valentines Day season, I'm using 
my present condition of radical-singleness 
for the good of humanity. List Thursday 
night, I could have been at the 2-t-hour 
hockey tournament with my team, begin- 
ning my to-be-masterpiece of a tenu pa|>er 



Radical Singledom at 
a Bachelor Auction 

on anti-essentialist postmodern feminist that feminine objectivity is ingrained in 



politics as exemplified by BUST magazine, 
or resting my |K)or, poor, sprained wrist for 
the two basketball games I would be 
checrlcading at on Saturday. But instead, I 
decided to sell my body. And now, human- 
ity is better off for it. 

At Le Swimming last Thursday 
evening, the political became very person- 
al, as proceeds from a dating game and 
singles auction co-s|wnsored by McGill 
International Students Network and Salsa, 
went towards aiding The International 
Development Project, an activist organiza- 
tion whose mandate is to bring about 
political awareness and action. As you may 
have guessed, a date with yours truly was 
among the coveted prizes auctioned off. 

It happened like this. All of the stu- 
dents who were going to lie auctioned, were 
standing in line together in order of alter- 
nating gender. At this point I, umm, in all 
honesty, started making out with the guy- 
waiting to be auctioned ahead of me - it 
was either for lack of anything better to do, 
or to calm my nerves, I forget which. 
Anyway, a date with me was subsequently- 
sold (after a fierce bidding contest, of 
course) for an undisclosed amount of 
money to a nice boy whose name should 
1» kept confidential as well. 

Standing up there alone on the stage 
(well, strutting actually - it was carefully- 
rehearsed.) while the bidding was Liking 
place, I was nothing or nobody's victim. 
After this, calling myself the victim of 
some underground system of female 
exploitation masquerading as a mild- 
mannered dating game, seems rather stu- 
pid. 

Quite simply, I don't buy it. Feminist 
writers and activists Catharine MacKinnon 
and Andrea Dworkin might differ with me 
on this subject. They pretty much think 



almost everything we do, so compromising 
with something that broad is a bit prob- 
lematic (MacKinnon has also been 
ridiculed as the "anti-porn-star" of the 
feminist movement a-okay, so I should 
stop reading Katie Roiphc). But I don't 
entirely disagree with MacKinnon and 
Dworkin’s position, as their legislative 
struggles against the |>orn and prostitution 
industries (industry is key) made an 
important impression on mainstream cul- 
ture in a 'we're-not-gonna-take-if tyqxj 
way. 

I do not lake on the post-feminist: 
porn-and-sex-workers-are-the-key-to-a- 
bctter-Amcrica stance either. I'll call 
myself a |rost-feminist in the |iost-patri- 
archy, thank you very much. 

My sentiments on the auction are as 
such: taking a situation that was previous- 
ly thought to be objectifying and oppres- 
sive, and converting it into a personally 
subjective, equal opportunity- (as both 
men and women were auctioned, and men 
and women could bid), and charitable 
experience, is subversion at its best, and 
moreover a final frontier of sorts for the 
female cause. But at the same time, we 
must recognize it as an op|iortunity for 
which the efforts of Dworkin and 
MacKinnon have cleared the way. 

As for the guy standing in front of me 
on line, we found each other again later in 
the night, when I took him into a stall in 
the women’s room with me, and we 
hooked up. About twenty minutes later, he 
tells me: "I guess your friends told you I 
was a player" (they had). I interrupted 
him: “Well guess what? I think I'm a big- 
ger player than you are." I then playfully- 
shoved him against the stall wall, kissed 
him goodbye, fixed my clothes, and left. 
Without looking back. 




by John Drived 



I was awoken this morning by a horrific 
noise that shattered my eardrums and 
brought my glossy eyes to the shaky 
brink of reality. The noise engrained in my 
cranium a pain so severe that it has yet to 
diminish, never mind depart. Tixlay was 
one of those hangover days where the 
smallest itch became the largest infestation 
of scabies known to science, one of those 
hangover days where the stench of smoke 
cannot be washed from your skin and even 
the memory your friends being hounded 
about the streets of Montreal in a violent 
chaser chase cannot comfort you (for those 
unfamiliar with the chaser cliitse; it is an 
non-professional s]X)rt, invented by my dog 



A Fandango of Mystery and Intrigue 



and myself, where there is no real chaser or was a one-way deal and I'm a little weary 

cliasee, and no real reason for pursuit, but about getting home come the 25th, but I 

everyone pretty much just chases everyone, can't pass up sun, surf and synaptic over- 

of course with hilarious results and violent load, so I’m going anyway. I knowwho the 
repercussions if either party is successful in ticket is from and I actually have little 

their pursuit). choice in the matter; |ieople who live in the 

The noise was my entrance buzzer, tropics mean business, and inviLitions are 
never a pleasant sound by which to awak- a mere fomiality. 
en, or so the FedEx delivery learned as we The fact that the ticket’s missing a 
engaged in a more one-sided game of return counteqiart makes me think this 

chaser chase (once the package had been trip might last a little longer than McGill 

signed for) involving my half-naked self, a allows, then again, what can a boy expect 

curtain iron and a shit-scared delivery boy when he makes friends like mine. Should I 

with a bent fender and a very messy uni- be seduced by nude beaches, coconut 

fonn. Not that anyone isn't, but I’m always groves and first-rate hashish, or should I 

cs|xx:ially exhilarated lo receive a package, disappear mysteriously, leaving behind 

It's one of tliose weird validations like a only a cowboy hat and an alphabetical list 

valentine, or being saved from a fire; some- of my enemies, know that this might be my 

body loves me. Also, FedEx has a magical hist communiqué. If we learned anything 

ability to sus|iend my ubiquitous paranoia from Braivhearl , it's that just when you 

and suspicion; I oixm packages with the think someone's dead, they'll ride into your 

temerity of Phaeton, always expecting the bedchamber on a horse and split your skull 

best, never a bomb. This morning I with a ball and chain, so don’t you try and 

received a plane ticket to St. Maarten. It fuck me if I don’t come back; I syieak flu- 



ent equus and I can build entire dining a cruise ship (imagine all the great phar- 
room tables with my bare hands, so believe macy dime-novel erotica stories that line of 
me, a ball and chain will lie no problem. thought could produce), or work my way 
The possibility of not returning to up the coast as the sideshow for an insane 
McGill came up again earlier hist week magician whose cape is of the softest velvet 
while I contemplated sending next year in and whose top hat holds all the secrets of 

Denmark, studying abroad as one of those the cosmos, 
asshole exchange students who comes to Yes, reading week will be a fandango of 
your country, doesn't sjxtak the language, mystery and intrigue; I have no clue what 

consumes everything in sight, then goes lies in stow for me, but I'm a virile young 

home having absorbed your sujxîrior uni- thing and I have faith that my affinity for 

versitics, culture and women, leaving this place, and these lines, will bring me 
behind only his garbage and opinions on back. No matter how long I'm gone, or 
why the Leafs are so awesome. how far my flying caqiet of unpredictabili- 

In the end, I decided I'm more needed ty takes me, I will come back to you 
here. Not so much by anyone or for any- Montreal. It's just like Braveheart says, 

thing in particular, but who would the "No matter what occurs, I will find you.” 

crazy lady outside my building proposition And I will. I will come back to this city and 

if I was all the way in Co|x:nhagen? No this apartment; this place where 1 am truly 
one, that’s who. And that’s what will bring at home. This place where I can make 
me back from the tropics. The crazy lady? endless smoothies and cocktails with only 
Yes, but also this place that has become my the most welcome interruptions; visits from 
hall of mirrors and house of fun. Indeed, I friends, the ringing of the phone, mystery 
shall return. I might have to stowaway on packages in the early morning hourc. 
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by Rickyfc 
C. Gordon 



ape from 
Babylon 



I an I just want to live then die 
With my head held high inna Zion 

People get ready to push 
For this struggle 
Will not end till we each 
Put our hands forward. 

Do we even know what we are pushing? 
Have we forgotten the cries from within us 
for change? 

Who are you and where are you from? 

People get ready to push 

And the Almighty- will lead the way 

To the path of righteousness. 

No time to cry 
Time to sweat blood. 

Where are we going? 

Do you hear the cries of our African brothers 
and sisters? 



Do you see the devil’s work amongst us? 

Come people get ready to push 

For a better day to rest 

And enjoy the pleasures of dance and music. 

Wheel and come again with the sweet reggae vibes! 

Listen to the sounds of fighters 

And understand why we must move together 

as one. 

Where is Babylon? 

Can we push down its walls of power? 

Can we create for ourselves and stop the 
fighting amongst each other? 

Pursue knowledge and you will be in the right 
To understand why we push. 

Doubt will lead you astray and leave us lost. 
Who ready to push? 

Come let we spin the wheel in our favor 
As one unit. 

People get ready to push. 



by Akil Goin 
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A Neo-Revolutionary 
Srotha’s Manifesto 

by Issac B. Simple 



Today, I plan to televise the revolution, live 
To all my black peoples. 

I pledge to tell them of the inequality, 

And the prejudice they face at 
Work, 

School, 

And everywhere. 

Brothas and Sistahs are dying, and yet 
My people don’t seem to care. 

Yeah, I’mma tell em about CIA plots, 

Tell em ‘bout police brutality, and then 
They’ll have no choice but, to see reality. 

I am a revolutionary brotha, and so 
I know what’s goin’ down in tha streets. 

I wanna educate the lost sistahs, and 



Wake up my brothas to the incoming fleets. 
Got myself a degree from school, 

So you know I ain’t nobody’s fool. 

You all don’t see society for what it really is. 
Pay attention to the daily mental appeasement 
you give 

For mere B+’s and A’s 
From “teachers” who point us in wrong 
ways. 

But don’t worry, I won’t let y’all get lost, 
Cause I will be sure to televise the revolution. 
But, now that I look at my watch and see the time, 
The revolution is going to have to wait. 

So I can crack open a 40, smoke a dime, 

And watch “Survivor” at eight. 



I The McGill Daily 
February 12, 2001 



Gangster Rap 

^by nah-ee-lah 1 

Gangster rap got a bad rap. 

Can’t seem to escape the scapegoat’s fate. Demonized as black youths 
rise, make loot and talk about their realities lived, because the 
real minority dwells in high class privileged society - white-col 
lar crime, suave, intellectual robber. 

Blue/black collar crimes motivated by worn-in and stretched thin, thread 
lines. 

No clothes to clothe a baby’s back, chronically escaping life’s rock hard 
realities. 

So gangster rap gets a bad rap 

Cause white middle class youths are buying it up, soaking it in, subcon 
sciously or consciously realizing the results of having a messed up 
history, and they’re steadily realizing that their ancestors were 
the oppressors who enslaved the brave. 

Guilt plays funny tricks and manifests intself in many ways. 

You must learn 

KRS-ONE rhymed many years ago, and 1 did - not from a tax-paid 
teacher but from a real MC about my history. 

Black man invented the traffic light 

Storp dead in your tracks, this ain’t no flashing red light. 

Don’t proceed with caution when you’re condemning an art form. 

Rapping gangsters couldn’t rap what they didn’t know. 

Who sowed those seeds of poverty in the black communities? 

“I colonize thee. 

And now pronounce thee less than human. 

Laws we’ll enact to state you’re less than one eighth of a man.” 

And then they’ll quote Bible scriptures to justify slavery. 

“Can I get an Amen?” 

Or better yet a witness to attest to the fact that with the quickness we 
were branded as beasts. 

Cause triple sixes were getting their fixes by eating out their hearts. 

Light’s green so now try to squeal clean with your hypocrisies. 

Gangster rap was ghetto music for brown-skinned ghetto youths called 
black. And as longeas the crime stayed in that zone and as long 
as the violence only affected those with that tone of skin, 
nobody was trying to legislate or drop parental advisories on 
CDs or tapes. 

There were no advisories or warning signs for the Africans who were 

ripped from all regions. The sticker should have read, “Warning, 
explicit inhumane treatment for the next 500 years, followed by 
another few hundred years of psychological enslavement during 
which, you will be chastised for mourning and retribution will 
be dismissed.” 

All for three easy installments of 1999 - has come and gone and not 
much has changed. Metal chains exchanged for complexes of 
inferiority. Ancestors once lynched, chained, pummcled and 
raped to build the Caribbean and every last one of the American 
states, the same economy that Canadians now rely on. 

And still the real minority is living privileged off of dry black blood once 
red by now caked on brown skin. 

200 lashes cause she looked massa in the eye. Now turn the other cheek. 

They’ll give you a God to worship, but will only teach you scriptures that 
will have you thinking God wants you to be weak. 

Eye for an eye - my bible says 

And the scriptures tell no lie, nor do the 10 Crack Commandments 

Those were no notoriously long tales or biggie stories, but suave, intel 
lectual business plans by a business man. 

And still gangster goes the bad rap for truth telling to a continent found 
ed on lies and stealing. 

t Now trying to reprimand those trying to do the same. 

Inevitably you reap what you sow. 

Who bit the hand that fed them initially? 

“Sign this treaty big chief.” 

So who’s been the real thief thoughout this history? 

Who’s really been gangster civilizing, gangster colonizing, gangster pum 
meling, gangster raping, gangster living, gangster killing 
throughout this history? 

And gangster rap gets the bad rap? 
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On the Rhodes to Social Change 



by Melanie Newton 
Black History Month 

S everal years ago, towards the end of 
my undergraduate days at McGill, I 
was talking to one of my favourite 
History professors about graduate school, 
and lie asked me if I had thought of apply- 
ing for a Rhodes Scholarship. My reaction 
was something along the lines of: Oh 
please! I'd never get it, and even if I did, Id 
probably hate Oxford! 

The next year, I was on a plane headed 
for England, the latest Rhodes Scholar 
from the Commonwealth Caribbean. 

Initially, being at Oxford can give you 
the illusion that you've entered a space 
where everyone feels equal. The university’s 
reputation is a powerful magnet which 
draws incredible people from all the cor- 
ners of the world, creating an atmosphere 
which is one of the most fulfilling aspects 
of being a graduate student in Oxford. 

but, however conqielling the illusion, it 
wasn't long before I noticed that there were 
pitifully few students from Africa, South 
Asia, Latin America or the Caribbean. 
Black students account for less than 0.01 
|K.‘r cent of the student population. It's a 
bitter irony that, without the Rhodes 
Scholarships, there would be even fewer 
black students in tbe university. 

Tlte underrepresentation of students of 
African descent is extreme in Oxford, but it's a 
problem throughout British higher educa- 
tion. This isn't only because of racial inqual- 
ity - Britain is a deeply class-stratified society. 
Hie idea of going to university at all is prac- 
tically unthinkable to many people of work- 
ing class origin, and the elite world represent- 
ed by Oxbridge seems like anotlier planet. 

Even today, nearly 50 percent of Oxford's 
students are the products of privately-funded 



primary and secondary education. The rate 
of change is scandalously slow, but Oxford 
will not institute affmnative action or com- 
prehensive outreach programs to boost 
applications from state-funded schools in 
inner-city areas, where poor children and 
children of colour are concentrated. 

Institutional racism and insen- 
sitivity in the educational system 
tend to push black children out of 
school liefore they reach university 
age. As a result of these factors, I met 
only one British-born and state- 
school educated undergraduate of 
either Caribbean or African back- 
ground while I was at Oxford. 

Oxford authorities claim that the 
student body remains homogenous 
largely because people of more 
diverse backgrounds just won’t apply. 

To a certain degree, this is true. Public |ier- 
ceptions reinforce the Oxford myth, that if 
you aren't of the right class, colour and 
gender, you shouldn't even bother trying. 

Oxford could be an intimidating place, 
and I do have many memories of feeling 
alienated. There were some incidents of 
racism, usually very subtle. But there was 
more to Oxford than its institutional char- 
acter, and when I look back on my time 
there, unpleasant moments or people are 
not what I remember fust. 

I think of my next door neighbour in 
college, a Peruvian ex-trade unionist, who 
told stories of events which were beyond my 
powor of imagining. I remember one of my 
best friends, the daughter of a small-town 
German shopkeeper, who, before me, had 
never had a black friend, and whose deter- 
mination to leam more about my reality 
taught me that |ieople are not necessarily 
to blame for their ignorance. She hel|ied 
me research and write an article condemn- 



from most other universities, and the 
facilities arc fantastic. Rather than turn- 
ing our backs on institutions like 
Oxford, or blood-money like the Rhodes 
Scholarship, students of colour should 
move in, and demand 



that these institutions change to meet the 
challenges of the world wv live in. 

Melania Newton is Assistant Professor 
of Caribbean History at the Unitmity of 
Toronto and a former McGill Daily editor. 




ing Ian Smith’s invitation to 
speak at Oxford's Debating Union, 
although she hadn't even known 
who he was just dais liefore. 

I'm not trying to make Oxford 
sound like the realization of the UN 
ideal, it certainly is not. But there are 
few other universities with such a high 
concentration of such unusual |>eople. 

For example, there was the ex-guerilla 
fighter from El Salvador, who helped to 
negotiate the recent peace settlement end- 
ing the war, and whom I really wish I'd had 
the time to get to know better. Some people 
had to overcome unbelievable barriers to 
get to where they were, and their presence 
always reminded me - in a more concrete 
way than I would have learned at most 
other universities - that there are more 
struggles in the world than mine. 

At the end of the day, Oxford's name 
speaks with" a voice louder than two degrees 



BY AKIL GOIN 




marin* com 

Careers in Consultancy 

Located near Place Victoria, Marincom International Systems 
Ltd. provides worldwide navigational consulting to ocean- 
going vessels as well as a range of quasi-legal support servic- 
es to the marine industry. Our current employees are all gradu- 
ates of Montreal universities and a growing portion of our activ- 
ities are internet based. 

Due to expansion we will have vacancies in spring 2001 for full 
time operatives who will receive on the job training. These posi- 
tions would probably suit those expecting to graduate in geog- 
raphy or economics. 

Candidates should be articualate in English and comfortable 
working with numbers and computers. There will be distinct 
opportunities for advancement for suitable applicants. 

Those interested should mail thier resumes (no phone calls 
please) with a covering letter to our mailing address as follows: 

Marincom Inti Systems Ltd. 

CP 63102 Nuns’ Island 
Montreal H3E 1V6 
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Despite years of student lobbying efforts, 

McGill’s African Studies program faces an uncertain future 



by Audrey Sasson 
Buck History Month 

Y ou won't find it listed in the McGill 
Director)'. Many students don’t know 
that it exists. But try to sit in on one of 
the few classes in McGill's African Studies 
program and you may have difficulty find- 
ing a vacant seat. 

McGill University is home to one of the 
only African Studies programs in Canada. 
But according to McGill professor Aziz Fall, 
who teaches the African Studies Research 
Seminar, African Studies at McGill is little 
more than "an empty shell with only a vir- 
tual existence." lie points to the fact that 
the program doesn't even have its own 
chair, offers few courses and lacks adminis- 
trative staff. “It’s a strange feeling," Fall 
says. "On the one hand, I’m proud because 
we have an [African Studies) program, one 
of the only ones of its kind in Canada. But 
having said that, I can't really prove it." 

“If students’ interest 
in Maintaining 
African Studies fell 
off, (lie frustration ire 
tire all feeling would 
turn to despair.” 

Origins of African History at 
McGill 

The year was 1969. Black Africans were 
fighting independence struggles across 
Africa. The civil rights and Black power 
movements in North America were at their 
height. Tensions were running high, even 
in Montreal, where 200 Black students 
occupied a computer office in Sir George 
Williams University (now Concordia) to 
protest institutional racism at the universi- 
ty. It was in this politically-charged atmos- 
phere, and due, in large part, to pressure 




administrators to voice their concerns and 
state their demands. The group hits asked 
that McGill hire tenured professors of 
African descent to teach exclusively in the 
progriun - the program currently employs 
only two lecturers, neither of whom are 
full-time staff. ASC has also asked that 
more courses become available which have 
particular focus on Africa - of the 21 
courses listed in the calendar as count- 
A ing towards the major, only i focus 
’j specifically on Africa. The other 

H courses, which are scattered across 
t "A disciplines, tend to focus on 

j developing countries in gener- 
is al. An African Studies student 
2 ' • ’ ' ; ' can thus take a wide variety 

K ; ' , of courses on development 



from Montreal's Black community, that the efforts of a few students. “It is shameful gram together." 

McGill University established Canada's first for the university that students who have Over the Inst few years, ASC members 
African Studies Program. all these commitments and obligations are have organized demonstrations, circulated 

Initially, the study of Africa was an area the ones keeping the progrmn alive," she petitions, solicited letters of support, held 

of strength at McGill. Throughout the says. “That shouldn't happen at any uni- benefit parties for the program, drafted and 

1970s and 1980s, McGill attracted a strong submitted different proposals for the 

core of Africanists from various disciplines. ^ ex l ,ans *°n °f the program, and have 

This period also saw the development of met regularly with various McGill 

several African-related research teams, 
institutional linkages with African uni- 
versities, and the consolidation of 
one of Canada's most extensive 
collections of traditional f 

African art. By the end of $$ 

the 1980s, McGill had 
produced more Africa- 
related postgraduate dis- 
sertations than any other 
university in Canada. 

In the early 1990s, 
however, this momentum 
began to change. '‘vfS 

Universities across ^ 

Canada lregan to re- 
think budgetary priorities 
and look for ways to reduce uni- 
versity sending. When faced with the 
decision of whether to increase, maintain, 

or cut budgets devoted to /African Studies, versity, never mind one as presli- 
McGill followed the lead of many other gious as McGill." Î 

Canadian universities and took steps Professor Myron Echenbcrg, 
towards dismantling the program. In 1994 who co-ordinates the program on 

the administration threatened to reduce a volunteer basis, agrees, 

the /African Studies major to a minor. “If students' interest in main- 

taining /African Studies fell off, the 
A Painful Holding Process frustration we are all feeling would 

turn to despair,” he says. 

The Africana Studies Committee, a stu- Echenbcrg says that while there 
dent-led advocacy group here at McGill, is large student interest in /African 

has been fighting for the maintenance and Studies, he is disapiwinted that the pro- 
expansion of the program since 1994. The gr:un has failed to attract the type of 

group managed to save the major through investment that could bring about an 

their lobbying efforts. And, seven years improved program, 

later, /ASC continues to seek the strengthen- “Things haven’t gotten worse, but 
ing of what it sees as an unacceptably slim they're not getting belter," he said. "We 
program. are in a painful holding process. There's 

McGill student Anna Schumann, a a growing interest in survey courses, 

member of ASC, says she is frustrated that enrolments are terrific, but we don't 

/African Studies exists today only because of have the staff so we can 't put a real pro- 
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in a variety of faculties, without ever learn- 
ing specifically about Africa. 

Last year, ASC organized Africana 
Congress 2000, which assembled over 200 
participants from across North America to 
celebrate ;md critically re-evaluate 30 years 
of African Studies in Canada. ASC is cur- 
rently circulating copies of their most 
recent development plan, a document enti- 
tled Envisioning Africana- Studies: 
Tradition and Innovation at McGill, in 
the ho|ies of creating a campus-wide coali- 



“We're running 
a ro it nti, organ izi ng 
conferences, launching 
campaigns, circulating 
petitions, and some- 
times it seems like 
administration is just 
masting our time. ” 



tion of African Studies supporters. 

But many ASC members feel that 
despite all the effort they have put in, 
African Studies remains in as tenuous a 
position as ever. "We're running after the 
university, making sure | administrators) 
do their job. And nobody seems to want to 
take responsibility for what is going on 
with the program,” says Schumann. While 
she sais that ASC is quick to act on any 
suggestions from the administration on 
how to improve the lot of the African 
Studies program, the group is becoming 
increasingly wary that their efforts are 
king put to good use. "We’re running 
around, organizing conferences, launch- 
ing campaigns, circulating petitions, and 
sometimes it seems like [administration 
is] just wasting our time." 

Lick of Will oh Lick of Resolkcfk? 

l : or the members of ASC, these |irob- 
lems facing African studies are a result of 
shortage of plitical will on the part of 
administration. “It seems that much of the 
University has some difficulty seeing 
African Studies as as important as other 
things." 

But Luc Vinet, McGill's Vice-Principal 
Academic, says that while improving the 
African Studies program is a clear priority 
for McGill administration, there are simply 
no funis available to do so. "There is a 
will, but no resources," he sais. "The fact is 
that the reasons are standard. It’s just that 
we lack resourees, both at the professoral 
level and at the level of space.” 

Vinet points out that African Studies 
is only one of the many programs which 
is currently underfunded due to the 
budget crises. "It's the same across the 
university. We are even forced to cap 
computer science courses.... [W]e are 
reflecting, as a university, on ways to 
improve the situation." 

The administration has, in fact, taken 



note of ASC's efforts. Vinet applauds the 
committee’s work. “I find it remarkable. It 
has been done at a level I've rarely seen, 
actually. I find liais impressive... students 
have Liken a wonderful leadership when 
typically it’s professors who take the lead." 

But Vinet also repeats that the adminis- 
tration is strapped for cash, and that 
increasing funding to African Studies 
would mean decreasing funding in other 
areas. "Since we cannot do everything, we 
have to make choices,” he says. Vinet adds 
that since decisions at McGill are made in 
a "consensual and consultative manner," 
acquiring more funds for African Studies 
“requires convincing |icople, at the depart- 
mental ;utd faculty level, that this is the 
way to go." 

But I-chenberg is concerned that given 
the all-around lack of resources, there 
could be an insunnountable reluctance 
among other departments to support 
African Studies. “The departments think 
that if area studies become |>opular, it 
might be at the ex|iense of their own 
departments - so there's a conflict of inter- 
est...with the limited resources, everyone is 
saying 'Me first’.” 

But Peter Flegel, a co-ordinator of 
ASC, feels that the funding crisis is 
“irrelevant" to the success or failure of 
African Studies. The program is on the 
A-list for a chair, which means that it is 
a top priority for funding that is sought 
from private sources. But Flegel insists 
that it has been on that list for several 
years, and there has been no effort on 
the part of the administration to solicit 
those funds. 

The difficulty, according to Flegel, is in 



“The way in which 
they [the administra- 
tion] formulate their 
educational policies do 
not necessarily corre- 
spond to the needs of 
students. ” 



trying to work against a particularly con- 
servative mentality. "The impression I’m 
getting is that we’re working against a 
large conservative block. The way in which 
they (the administration] fonnulate their 
educational policies do not necessarily 
corres|)ond to the needs of students. Nor do 
they corres|xmd to the University’s funda- 
mental obligation to provide its students 
with quality universal and interdiscipli- 
nary knowledge.” 

While Flegel appreciates, in theory, 
the "consensual and consultative" nature 
of decision-making that Vinet is advocat- 
ing, he asserts that “there are times when 
the situation itself requires [the adminis- 
tration’s] intervention to either fundraise 
or reform the existing state of affairs, so 
that it actually corresponds to the 
University’s goals and to some kind of 
higher principles." 
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English prof Lisa Radinovsky takes a new approach 



by Ayesiia Wharton 
Hlack History Month 

( £ -*-i is impossible to understand 
I African American literature and 
Aculture without understanding 
African American history." says McGill 
English prof Lisa Radinovsky. 

Radinovsky, who teaches the new 
course on African American literature, 
feels that history and literature are so 
intertwined that they can not be seen in 
separation. The texts for her course offer a 
chronological overview of the writings of 
African Americans throughout history, 
ranging from slave narratives to contem- 
porary 20th century novels. Each text was 
carefully chosen to illustrate the links 
between Black American culture and his- 
tory. 

"l\ventieih-century African American 
authors continued to depict the effects of 
prejudice, segregation, limited choices, 
racist laws and ixdicies, and a history of 
slavery, ex|ierimenting with genre, fonn, 
and style to produce literature that has 



received extensive critical acclaim," she 
says. 

Radinovsky gives the example of a 19th 
century slave novel No mil ire of Ik' Ufe of 
Frederick DoiirIiiss - one piece of writing 



“It makes people 
respond with a lot 
more emotion” 



on her curriculum - as a book that not 
only served to document /African /American 
history, but influenced it as well. 

"[This hook] was an important part of 
abolitionists' efforts to convince white 
Americans that slavery w;ls intolerable, 
and that readers should actively work to 
end it." she explains. The book is especial- 
ly meaningful because of the fact that, 
"the major contributions to society that a 
former slave like Douglass made would 
have been impossible under slavery." 



Radinovsky says that hooks like 
Douglass’ teach the reader not only to 
understand the historical context of the 
Black American experience, but also to sa 1 
that /American blacks have helped shape 
their own history. 

"We can learn a great deal from the 
texts we are reading about /African- 
American history: racist views, actions, and 
laws in the United States," said Radinovsky. 
Not only that, we arc also able to learn 
alrout, “African Americans' resjxmses to 
such racism; and their pro-active efforts to 
improve their educational, economic, and 
social situations." 

Michael Weinstein, a L'3 North 
American Studies student in Radinovskv’s 
class, says that the fusion of history and 
culture in her class has made it all the 
more interesting. 

"I feel like I am gaining a history les- 
son and reading a story at the same time," 
he said. "I think the historical context is 
what makes the class so interesting because 
it makes people respond with a lot more 
emotion." 



Professor Radinovsky feels that history and literature are intertwined 



New African American Lit Class Fuses History and Culture 
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Great Summer Counselor Positions — Work in the U.S. 



Residential Summer Camp seeks motivated stall in individual & team sports: 

• baseball • basketball • tennis • soccer 

• inline hockey • goll • swimming • art/sculpture 

• sailing • mountainbiking • backpacking • hiking 

• canoeing • fencing • ropes courses • gymnastics 

• RNs • coaches • general counselors 

Hundreds of positions. Located in the Berkshire Mountains of Massachusetts 
just 2 1/2 hours from NYC/Boston. Competitive salaries + room and board. 
Internships available. Co-ed staff. We arrange and pay for visas. Call: 

Camp Greylock for Boys @ 1-800-842-5214 I www.campgreylock.com 
Camp Romaca for Girls @ 1-800-779-2070 I www.romaca.com 



Have Fun • Work with Kids • Make a Difference • Summer in New England 










Thoughts of A 
Little Mixed Girl 



by Joy Asibey 
Black History Month 

I n 1976 my dad turned his back on the 
steamy heat, the cocoa and gold 
infused soils of Ghana to study his way 
out |)overty: overseas he could create the 
man he wanted to be. So he closed the door 
on Kumasi, took a seat on Ghana Airways 
flight 0313 and blazed into Canada on 
ilighhfe rhythms It was here in Quebec 
that he met my mother at an African party. 
Swinging kll bottoms and Soft Sheened® 
Afro he sashayed to her breezy skirt and 
honeyed hair. She was a French student 
from British Columbia — beautiful, intel- 
ligent and o|ien to the world. That evening 
she wasn't looking for love, not looking for 
a black knight— just a dance. They moved 
and sweat, dancing wet to sonkouss sounds 
under Canadian skies They made history 
on the dance floor A few months later they 
married; a ye;ir later they had me. I run the 
Joy of a white and black union. 

So here I am: a cappuccino, milk 
chocolate, honey nut, café au lait, caramel 
coated little mixed girl. Sounds deliciously 
exotic'' Wait. They also say I 'm a half caste, 
half breed, mulatto, jungle fever baby — a 
nigger to some, not black enough for oth- 
ers But I refuse to be what other people sec. 

I ain't gonna sing you no miscegenation 
blues about my confused racial identity. 

Sure, as a little mixed girl growing up 
in Ottawa the ride wasn't always smooth. 

( >n the one hand the world inside my home 
was a comfortable blend of scents, sounds 
and styles, a perfect reflection of my 
"twoness." My parents embraced each 
other's cultures, and so Ghana and Canada 
were stirred into my food, painted on the 
walls, represented in the music, books, and 
family friends which floated through our 
house. 

On the other hand, life beyond my 
home left me dangling between races. I 
burst out of the bounds of racial and cul- 
tural classification. I was different; my light 
skin and fluffy hair begged the questions: 
What arc you? Are you adopted? It seemed 
that my identity was more important to 
others than myself. I never quite knew how 
to respond except by delivering a brief 
sketch of my parents — "My (bid's black 
and my mum's white" — an answer which 
said little alwut how I identified myself 
Identity was a sticky issue. My did often 
reminded me that, although I was biracial, 
llie world saw me as black, and as a black 
girl I would have to work harder to stay 
ahead in a white man's world. Case closed. 
Identity issues solved. Hand poised to mark 
an X on the Ixix labeled “Black." Yet it was- 
n’t that simple. I was a little mixed girl at 



case in a white world. I lived in a white 
neighborhood, went to a white school, had 
white friends. Here I felt comfortable, 
unthreatened, and for the most part, 
accepted. I was well acquainted with my 
Canadian half. 

Among a crowd of black faces, however, 
was I black enough? I hate to admit it, but 
for a time I was intimidated by black folks. 
At Ghanaian parties or functions I felt like 
an outsider, worrying that I wasn't accept- 
ed as the other children were; fearful that 
everyone was watching and wiiispering, 
“She thinks she's black, doesn't she, but 
she's not." My hand hesitated above the 
Black box. It wasn't easy being a brown girl 
in a black and white world. 

Writing this I hear myself singing the 
first notes of a miscegenation blues But 
don't assume the lyrics arc about a stained 
child, lost and troubled as a result of inter- 
racial love. Being a little mixed girl meant 
that at times I felt different and misunder- 
stood by both blacks and whites. It wasn’t a 
negative experience, but something to 



think about. And per- 
lais that's the 
point I’ve had 
to think \ /A 
about my \ 
racial idem r\ 
tity. I’ve had ^ , 

to come to an / 

understanding Jt/ 

about who I run /Vat / 
and to decide how I / ft ft 
will represent y / If 
myself. M I 

Today, I've y y 
grown into my skin. I A 
feel happy and strong \ 
with who I am. My roots \ 
tangle in two directions and I > 
am the bridge that crosses the 
cultural chasm I love my duali- 
ty and the insights it brings. I am ( 
the Joy of a white and black 
union. 
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Summer Camp Jobs in the U.S.A. 

Lakeside Residential Girls Camp In Maine— Visas Arranged 

Counitton: Combined chldcare/leachw) Must be able lo leach of lead one « more o( the Mowing 
activities: gymnaste!, tennis, swim, sal. canoe, watef ski, arts (including stained glass, sewmg, 
jewelry, wood, photo), dance, music, theatre, archery, wilderness trips, Wd sports, equestrian 
Sendee Workers: kitchen, laundry, housekeeping, maintenance & grounds. 

Non-smokers June 1 7 lo August 23. Attractive salary (US) plus travel allowance 
Visit our camp on our photo website: hrtp://homepig«.mic.com7klppewaforglr1s/ 

To Apply: Applications are available on our website: www.klppewa.com or contact us 
at the numbers listed below tor a stall brochure and application 

Klppewa, Box 340, Westwood, Massachusetts, 02090-0340, U.S.A. 
e-mail: klppewa@tiac.net | tel: 781-762-8291 | fax: 781-255-7167 
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UP TO $400 per week plus V 

room and board & transportation to and from camp. 

• Camp MaroMac is a unique resident co-ed sports - arts camp. Ages 6 to 16. We're 
located 112 km north ol Montreal in the heart of the beautiful Laurenlian Mountains. 

• We oiler the opportunity to do one ol the most meaningful jobs ol 
your career; being responsible lor the development ol children. 

Our facilities are strictly FIRST CLASS. We're looking for dedicated, caring, mature slat! lo fill 

positions as counsellors and instructors in the following areas: 



Kayaking 


Arts & Crafts 


Drama 


Music 


Waterskiing 


Rock Climbing 


Basketball 


Counsellors 


Ski boat Driver 


Rollerblading 


Baseball 


Registered Nurse 


Swimming 


Tennis 


Volleyball 


Assistant Nurse 


Sailing 


Bicycling 


Tripper 


D.J. 


Sailboarding 


Gymnastics 


Piano Player 


Secretary 


Canoeing 


Soccer 


Golf 


Food Service 



Fax resume and two letters of reference to: (514) 485-1124. 

CAMP MAROMAC 

4999 St Catherine St West Suite 232, Westmount, Quebec H3Z 113 • H(5M) 485-105 ti 1-8D0884-22G7 
E-MAIL: maromac@videotron.net WEBSITE: www.maromac.com 
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Information Technology 
Professional (ITP) Program 

National program designed & certified by the 
Software Human Resource Council of Canada (SHRC) 

Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer (HCSE) 
Windows 2G00 



CompTia A* 
Novel! CNA 



Lotus CLS 
Webmaster CIW 



• One-year intensive program 

• Unique business simulation 

• Tuition $15i200 (Financial Assistance Available) 



English session starts: April 30, 2001 
Call Now For Information 
(450) 672-6046 

Web site: http://itp.shrc.ca 
E-mail: itp@champlaincollege.qc.ca 



CENTER rofl CONTINUING EDUCATION 

WP I I CHAMPLAIN 
■ LI ST-LAMBCRT 
cicir 



900, Riverside Drive 
Saint-Lambert, Quebec 
J4P 3P2 
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Fun Fact About Our Founder 

The following was found in the margins of W.E. Gladstone Murray's journal on February 14, 1927: Aw, Aw 
baby, Yeah, ooh yeah, bub, listen to this. Spy on me baby use satellite, Infrared to see me move through the 
night I'm gonna fire shoot me right I'm gonna like the way you fight. And I love the way you fight. 

"Now you found the secret code I use to wash away my lonely blues, well. So I can’t deny or lie cause you're 
a Sexbomb sexbomb you're a sexbomb uli, hub. Diseslablishmentarianism. You can give it to me when I need 
to come along give it to me Sexbomb sexbomb you're my sexbomb And baby you can turn me on baby you can 
turn me on You know what you're doing to me don't you? lia ha, I know you do. 

"No don't get me wrong ain't gonna do you no barm no Pickles.This bomb's made for lovin' and you can 
shoot it far. I'm your main target come and help me ignite. Ow. Love struck, bold me tight darlin'." 




Is there an Otherworldly Presence in McGill’s Administration? 

S o there we were, casually perusi 
The New York Times Magazine I 
weekend when we noticed it. Raül, I 




_ . tFs that magical lime of year again, number, email and a brief biogi 

MJ-'Ç I Time to squeeze the |ioetic juices out of sketch to lie published with the v 

■LV & Julie inner crevices of your cranium for entries. As the entries will be ax 

| j- • • The McGill Daily's Literary Contest. The judged anonymously, please do 

Ë contest was a staple of McGill's literary life your name on any pages other tl 

in the 50's and 60's, when winners includ- cover. The deadline is 5:00 on Tl 

ed such luminaries as Leonard Cohen and March 15 and entries should be su 

C lrvin b Layton. Vt’e revived the contest last to the box in The Daily office- 

year, and were buoyed by the oul|)ouring We're still amassing judges am 
Ê 'I /) from McGill's literary community. And now and details will be announced ir 

JL we're proud to bring it back for 2001. issues. List year's judges included 

. # _ We're looking for |xx?try- and short sto- Andrew Pyper and McGill professo 

/| (J/l lfl f ries. All entries should lx* typed on white Trehearne, Natalie Cooke and 

"I V 9 8.5x11" paper with a cover page stating Lecker, while prizes included fant,i 

your name, year and program, phone certificates at a host of bookstores. 

Dude, Where’s My Car? 



S o there we were, casually perusing 
The New York Times Magazine hist 
weekend when we noticed it. Raël, the 
Quebec-based leader of the alien-fixated 
Raëlian cull is a dead ringer fur Luc Vi net, 
the Quebec-based Vice Principal of McGill 
University Add to this the fads that L. Ron 
Hubbard’s BaMvfwhl Earth w;is filmed at 
McGill and Bernard Shapiro's striking 
resemblance to John Travolta and you 
begin to see an out-nf-this-world trend. 

number, email and a brief biographical 
sketch to be published with the winning 
entries. As the entries will be coded and 
judged anonymously, please do not put 
your name on any pages other than the 
cover. The deadline is 5:00 on Thursday, 
March 15 and entries should be submitted 
to the box in The Daily office.. 

We're still amassing judges and prizes, 
and details will be announced in future 
issues. List year's judges included novelist 
Andrew Pyper and McGill professors Brian 
Trehearne, Natalie Cooke and Robert 
Lecker, while prizes included fantastic gift 
certificates at a host of bookstores. 



nr Stephanie Siiuoiinessy 

O ne of the biggest challenges I dealt 
with when I crune to McGill almost 
a year and a half ago didn't have 
anything to do with tuition, scary room- 
mates or finding the Ixst price on Kraft 
Dinner. It involved my car. .More specifical- 
ly, where to park said car I will lx the first 
to count myself among the lucky college 
students to actually own their own car. but 
finding somewhere to put it in a city that's 
built like a giant one-way rabbit warren 
can be more trouble than it's really worth. 
Fortunately, my car rests comfortably in an 
indoor garage at a rate of 75 dollars a 
month, a sacrifice which means I have to 
eat those ninety-nine cent tins of mystery 
meat from the discount bins at the Metro. 
But it iswell worth it. Even still, my car is 
subject to dings and scraps that no one 
claims blame to. After seeing the 
mechanical ballet that goes on after every 
snowfall, however. I'm all the more grate- 
ful that my car is lucked away safely 
inside, dings, scrapes and all. No, I'm not 
talking about the cars that skid out of 
control or spin their wheels to get out of 
snowbanks, I'm talking about the few who 
are lucky enough to find parking on the 
street, but come back to find their cars 
gone, towed away bv the mean snow 
removal crew. 

It's not really the snow removal crew’s 
fault, however, after all they are courteous 
enough to put up those great big bright- 
orange "no parking snow removal" signs 



that no one ever sees, even the people who 
live in the neighborhood and have had 
their car towed time and time again. Not to 
mention the tow trucks that blare their 
horns for a gixul 15 minutes before they 
even Ixgin, so everyone within thirty miles 
who may have their car parked there has a 
chance to move it, but no one ever does. 
Not long after the cars are taken away the 
cry of "W here the fuck is my car?!" w ill 
permeate my reading for hours on end. 

What's most troublesome of this whole 
situation, however, is the fact that these 
people have the gall to lx: upset at the city. 
I have to admit that watching these inci- 
dents have Ixcome somewhat of a recre- 
ational s|xirt for me, and every so often 
there are a few live wires who try strange 
tactics in their time of upset. List week, for 
instance, an angry hormonal male coming 
out of Currie Gym popped 
an artery when he 
found his 
missing and stood 
in front of a four 
ton snow blow 




But Not In This Business 
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er, shouting obscenities and refusing tn 
move until someone brought his car back. 
Four-tonne snowblower vs. a wee, angry 1 
honnonal male...who's going to win that 
one!' You lx the judge. 

Like most college students, my finances 
are less than adequate, hut safe, indoor 
parking alxninds in Montreal, especially in 1 
the McGill area, if you’re willing to shell I 
out only a few dollars. It's far less than 
you'll end up paying the im|xnind boys to 
get your car back, and if it snows, at least | 
you won't have to dig yourself out. If you’re 
actually stupid enough to ignore the big 
bright orange signs and Voice-of-God tow 
truck boms, then you truly deserve to have 
your toy taken away from you. But please, 
don't have a hissy-fit about it, it is your 
fault, and when worst comes to worst, you ! 
shell out a few hundred dollars to get your i 
car back and have to end up eating dis- 
count mystery meat for a few weeks. 

S l e [i h a a i e 1 
Sbaiijfhniissy is a j 
iglisb ' 

l.ikraluiv shuknl 



Across 


6.3. Performed a math o|xration 


1. Fix errors in Java 


(a Hotel abbr. 


6. Mil. award 


65. Leaves 


7. Not skinny 




14. MSG, e.g. 


Down 


15. Greek vowel 


1. Morning time 


16. Artoo 


2. Switch tail? 


17. Quip, part 1 


.3. LPGA Hall of l amer Patty 


19. L’se these to dean your ears 


4. Sturm Drang 


20. Christmas drink 


5. Struggled for breath 


21. 43-across's instruments' 


6. Purifies seawater 


2.3. Tops the cake 


7. Skunks 


24. Quip, part 2 


8. Brick layers 


26. It sits on your shoulders 


9. At once. abbr. 


28. Current inventor? 


10. Allowed to enter 


29. Child's toy 


1 1. City in Dreiser's "American Tray 


30. Soviet Socialist Republic, abbr. 


12. Someone's who blue 


31. Maine national park 


1.3. Lynching group 


.36. With 30-across, author of quip 


18. Have the flu 


.38. See ,36-across 


22. Peace 


.39. A telescopic instrument 


2-t. Like corduroy 


40. Nice life? 


25. Texas town 


42. 1Y|xs of gifts 


26. "Give a . don't pilule 


-t.3. Artist John 


27. "Born Free" lioness 


45. Japanese wrestling 


29. Spinners 


46. Quip, part .3 


.30. Fissile rocks 


51. Columnist Barrett 


.32. Black Scottish cattle 


52. Gixs to Ixd 


33 Physics measurement 


5.3. Movie star Ryan 


.HJafar's bird 


56. Starting from, on price notations 


35. Classifieds 


58. Quip, part -i 


37. Dock 


60. Gibbons of "Entertainment Tonight" 


40. Elect 


61. "No" on the Seine 


41. A place of fiery heal 


62. Palindrome: ,1m Adam 


44. Claw 


Last Week’s Solution 


45. Chinese dish. Chick* 
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■t6. Musical lyrics 
•t7. Shaiqtened 
48. Done 

•t‘). Bandage material 
50. Enfold, in poetry 

53. Not a mini or a maxi 

54. Coup d’ 

55. Currie, et al. 

57. Mouse's place 

50. Canada's nai l sport, abbr. 
by lam ■ Bon-, Ihe McGill Daily 
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The Talk Down There 

McGill cast and crew make Vagina Monologues debut memorable 
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kv Jason Kna 
Cultuw Reporter 

pontreal's first lut production of Eve 
i Ensler's critically acclaimed 2lac 
[\Ugina Monologues, which will play 
to three sold out crowds next week at Hcdpatli 
Museum, is quite iwssihlv the most unique 
piece of theatre that Montreal will see this 
year. The cast of six young McGill women is 
talented and especially well-suited to their 
roles. The direction is precise and inspired. 
Hie production on the whole is a remarkable 
achievement, with the only real and true 
problem lx.“ing that it will be available for only 
three engagements. 

Part of the "V-Day 2001 College 
Initiative," the production finds its roots in the 
V-Day movement licit originated in New York 
City in 1997. It is an initiative dial not only 
calls for the end of violence towards women, 
but also takes the crucial next step in 
demanding tin environment where women 
can ' s|X‘nd their lires creating and thriving 
rather titan surviving or recorering from ter- 
rible atrocities." The college productions, Lik- 
ing place till over the world during Valentine's 
week, are what director Alison Lemoine 
describes as a "virtual simulcast," designed to 
create a widespread awareness of the need for 
discourse on women's sexuality. Hie McGill 
show goes beyond its practical function of 
raising valuable funds for the Friendly Home, 
a Montreal woman's shelter. It gets in your 
pants and makes you think, laugh and yeah, 
even erv a little. 




Tlie show is an eclectic mix of individual 
stories of self-discovery, interjected with mov- 
ing and often disturbing images of abuse and 
neglect. This is all infused with a powerful and 
moving sense of humor which serves to create 
a cohesive "vagina narrative." 

Notwithstanding (lie stuffy conditions of 
tlie Redpalh Museum lecture Hall, these six 
amazing women are able to bring to life indi- 
vidual vaginal experiences. They dig deep at 



provoking a discussion of just what's been 
happening "down there" for so many cen- 
turies. 

Tliere was such an abundance of enlight- 
ening and delightful moments in this work 
that it would be unfair and extraordinarily 
difficult to list them liere. I'll just mention a 
few of my personal fares. It is hardly inclusive 
as tlie guest who accompanied me disagreed 
plenty about tlie most excellent monologues. 



The ns! of their bodies 

Then again, she has a vagina, so that proba- 
bly lias a little to do with it. 

Brianna O'Connor Horsey 's writhing 
groans as she displayed tlie orgasms of a 
young lawyer turned dominatrix were surely a 
popular highlight. Not to be outdone in tlie 
humor department was Vanessa Guillen's 
nmt on tlie irrationality of female products. 
Equally good was tlie strange wonder which 
accompanied Katy Pedersen’s "Cunt 



Breakdance." Tliese monologues s|>eak of tlie 
often uns)X)ken, and give a |xiwerful voice to 
tlie vagina. 

An overlapping monologue on the experi- 
ences of tlie fust episode of menstruation is 
uniquely staged by directors Sophie Johnson 
and Lemoine. A discourse with the audience is 
established by sending the six cast membeis 
up into the lecture hall benclies. It is a lough 
call as to whether this aspect works, with my 
female guest saying no while I appreciated the 
effort involved in moving the dialogue physi- 
cally closer to its recipients. 

The show is informative as well, offering 
stark fads alxmt genital mutilation ;uid ra|ie 
for consideration. Tliese girls don't pull ;uiy 
punches, and they shouldn’t Tlie account of 
a woman ravaged by soldiers during tlie con- 
flict in the Baltic region is unadorned. Hie 
monologues offer im unedited glinqisc of the 
reality w hich exists for vaginas the world over. 

I was initially, and still run to some extent, 
staggered by the achievement of these young 
women. I commend tliem, applaud them, 
and call for the rest of us to spread (lie word on 
vaginas: “They're great!" If you’ve got tickets 
to this pcrfonnance next week you are not 
only lucky, but |iossess a resyionsibility of tlie 
highest order to disseminate what you will tie 
offered in tliese two hours of remarkable 
entertainment. 

1 he Va i;iihi Monologues play sold out 
shows next week at Red/xilb Museum on 
February 14, 15 and 16. Call (514) 
2R6-24RI 



Rhapsody Won’t Make You Blue 

Latest Fish bane play avoids the pitfalls of self-production 



byJ. Kki.lv Nestruck 
Culture Reporter 

J r oel Fishbane has a lot going for him. 
j He is a talented writer, a capable 
| director, a charming actor, and he 
lakes good use of his eyebrows. These 
bushy eyebrows take on the daunting role 
of George Gershwin, in the 24 year-old 
Fishbane's fourth play, Rhapsody in Pam. 
now playing at Tuesday Night Café. 

There is an epidemic of people in local 
Montreal theatre who seem to think that 
they are Woody Allen. Writer/director/actors 
who produce their own work are all over 
the place and the resulis are generally self- 
absorbed and annoying. Thankfully, 
Fishbane's Rhapsody in Paris avoids all of 
the usual pitfalls. 



First of all, RIP (an unfortunate 
acronym) is not a personal play. It is abut 
the famous comyioser/niusician Gershwin 
and his interesting and varied love life. By 
extension, Fishbane explores the romantic 
lives of all artist. One is left wondering 
whether Gershwin was right when he said, 
“Marriage is not for artists." 

Secondly, Fishbane was intelligent 
enough to have co-director Shawn 
Baichoo working with him. The input of 
another person certainly hel|ied keep ego- 
tistical flourishes out of the production 
and maintain a consistently well-com- 
|iosed stage. There is little or no self-indul- 
gence here. 

Finally, Fishbane has an electrifying 
presence on stage. He isn't a playwright or 
a director masquerading as an actor; he 



has genuine talent as a thespian. 

The reason one should see this produc- 
tion however, is not simply because it isn’t 
bad, but because it is good. The premise is 
that the entire play takes place in 
Gershwin’s mind as he lies in the coma 
that would eventually take his life at the 
age of 39- This makes it easy to jump 
around through the important rclation- 
stii|is and creative moments in his life. 

Fishbane's four female co-stars, Maggie 
MacWliirter, Jessica Mackenzie, Julia Lowei 
and Melinda Wilson, |ilaying Gershwin’s 
ex-lovers, are uniformly good. MacWliirter, 
as Gershwin’s long-time lover Kay Swift, is 
particularly sympathetic in her role. 

Then there are tlie great jabs at critics. 
Fishbane's play quotes wonderfully old- 
fashioned newspaper reviewers, like one 



who wrote, after Gershwin's first show: 
"Civilization hasn’t had such a set-back 
since the dark ages." 

There are some stumbling points in 
the play however. Occasionally, when 
Gershwin says the word "Fuck" it seems 
very out of place, particularly when he 
exclaims, "The fuck it is.” The word only 
occurs abut five times, but at least three 
of them are simply jarring. 

Also, Fishbane’s characterizations of 
Jews arc very stereotypical, not in an offen- 
sive way, but in a God-this-is-so-cliché 
way. For instance, Mackenzie’s Rose 
Gershwin mutters “May he rest in peace" 
after mentioning her dead husband in a 
Jewish Manhattan accent. The Jewish 
jokes, like the two things a Jew can do best 
are eat and talk, are old-fashioned. 



In fact, much of the play, while not 
bing old-fashioned jier se, is nothing out- 
standingly new. One can hope, though, that 
if Fishbane is writing as well as most main- 
stream playwrights now, lie'll find a dis- 
tinctly unique voice and style in the future. 



Rhapsody 
Paris by Joel 
Fishbane 
continues 
from Feb. 
14-17 at 8 
p.m. in 
Motrice Hall 
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Two Daily demons brave the underground 
to bring you the best of the buskers 



by Joel Iîoilvais and Litas Rieppel 
Daily Reportas 



O n Fdtruaiy 3rd , two intrepid McGill 
Daily reportera left the secure shelter of 
the McGill campus to venture to the 
nether regions of a relatively unknown world: 
the STCUM suitway system. Their mission to 
locale the dedicated street |terfonncis who, 
due to unforgiving winter weather, retreat to 
the Metro system in order to pursue their 
Ixthemian lifestyles. 

At first, it wasn't easy to locate buskers. 
Having gone through a number of dreadful- 
ly quiet stations, the enthusiasm of the two 
re|X)rters was rapidly diminishing. A first 
encounter was with an energetic keyboard 
player w ho, judging from his accent, seemed 
to be of Exstern European heritage. 
Unfortunately, the pianist politely refused to 
lend himself for an interview, not desiring the 
exposure and subsequent jolt to stardom the 
article would no doubt bring him. Hie two 
re|toiiers continued llieir pursuit for an inter- 
view, having regained some ho|ie of appre- 
hending other |ierfonners. 

A few stations later, fragments of what 
sounded like elevator music wafted through 
the stagnant air. The interviewer remarked to 
his colleague that their luck 






to Montreal to expand his musical horizons song comes from the street and it goes hack 

and to make useful connections. “In to the street. We were about 30 musicians in 

Barcelona, life for the artist people is hard...l the metro and we used to have trios, but it 

think that here, there's more possibilities to wxs always like, Neil Young and Pink Floyd 

improve as musicians," said Raphx I le found and stuff like that. We used to do that preset - 

that playing in the metro was a great way to valion." 

meet people. He had indeed made some con- Recently more and more musicians have 
taels and was alxiut to start rehearsing with come in with electronic instruments and 

three jazz perfonners. Kapha hoped to have strange paraphernalia, in a sense replacing 

the opportunity to play concerts in the near the speakers and sounds Toby and company 

future. The interviewer, proudly sharing his had fought to gel rid of. Toby now wanted to 

three hours of underground e\|ierience, told make auditions mandatory to play in the 

the busker that a dynamic Russian keyhoanl metro in order to preserve a certain quality of 

player was playing at the Lionel Groulx sta- music, 

tion. The subway rookie quickly realized that Trumpeting the Public 

his experience paled in comparison with the 

saxophonists. "Yea, this Russian boy, he In the Bcrri-Uqam station, a final 
always plays the same tunes, you know, it's encounter was made with a 6lyear-old jazz 

boring." “Plays really good, of course, trumpet player from Trinidad. Overcome 

Ixcause he plays three songs." Obviously with awe at the musician's charisma, the 

Raplia was fully aware of his fellow buskers' absent-minded interviewer forgot to xsk for 

abilities. As for his future in thecity; he would his name. Mis outfit was a paradigm of cool- 

wait and sa 1 what options would present ness, and lie randomly sprinkled his sjieech 

themselves before making a decision. As the with outbursts of Lettennaitflames Brown- 






short. Had the musician been replaced by a 

Kenny recording? They walked forth HfefcV 

nonetheless. As it turned out, the music actu- ^ 

ally came from .-mother keyboardist who will- band would gladly give an interview after 

fully duhlxd his piano sounds with violin their set. The Alacameflos skillfully played 

ones. Alxs, he, too, frigidly refused to be inter- their native music with heart, soul and style. 

viewed. They used guitars, a single drum and cymbal 

and a wide array of traditional [van-pijies. The 
Atacamehos, Jovial Pan Pipers oldest of the musicians gave the rqxDrters his 

home phone number and offered a phone 
After several silent stops, our two journal- interview. They called at the suggested time, 

ists descended on die Jean Talon station, but the band leader letliargically told them 

where they were greeted by a quartet of musi- that he was extremely busy, and asked that 

cians playing folk songs from the Andes. After they call back the following afternoon at 

anxiously approaching one of the musicians, around eight. This call was never made, the 

the reporters rejoiced at the enthusiastic interviewer having better things to do than to 

response from the South Americans. The chase the elusive Andean through tlieunder- 
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A Medley of Peppy Punk 



Delegates represent at local indie show 



By Aim Ramiku m 
Cultuw Reporter 



D espite a meaner turnout at Medley last 
Hiureday, 'llie Delegates œnfidenlly 
tixik ilte stage ;uid delivered :ls one of 
Montreal's premier up-and-coming local 
punk bands The event, a M.O.R.E. p;irtv that 
brought in over two hundred people, promised 
"an eclectic array of music genres to satisfy all 
Listes." Despite the lower than expected 
turnout. Hie IXdegates ga\e an incredible |ier- 
fonnanoe energizing the small crowd 
With die audience waiting in anticipation, 
llie band took die stage in a manner fitting for 
a group playing tlieir biggest tenue to date. 



Menno Vereteeg, lead singer and guitarist, 
tdxive die already dueling crowd Hie band 
turned to face the crowd dial ruslied to the 
front of die stage and widi that. Hie Delegates 
Ivgan an animated and lively |ierfonnance. 

0|iening with "Hie Epic," Hie IX’Icgates 
immediately got die audience moving They 
played mostly tracks olf their debut album Vv 
Incom/dete Guide lo Filling In, ;dong widi a 
smattering of new songs. The Delegates kept 
the show rucking with audience favorite, 
"Final Countdown." Menno promoted audi- 
ence participadon when he encouraged die 
crowd to shout "fuck die police," along widi 
dieir song "Policeman." 

Hie Delegates saved die best for last, show- 



Tl)e delegation 



Hie Roots' song “You Got Me." Hiey were 
joined on singe by loctd rapper, 'Thirty- 
Seven," for some froestyling. Hiougli primari- 
ly a punk band Hie Delegates proved that diey 
won't be confined lo die punk mold. 

There was no down dine in this peifonn- 
ance. The Ixind had an energy dial seemed to 
grow, nither dian dwindle vvitli each consecu- 



7 lxxe Guys are Enthused 

the song. As die band left die stage, dieir influ- 
ence on die crowd became evident. Hie DJs 
who followed dieir set were treated to a crowd 
of still dancing partygoeis. If nothing else good 
punk music gels people moving. It's safe then 
to say that Hie Delegates went alxive and 
beyond the call of duty to deliver a Indy mem- 
orable perfomiancc. 



In culture today: dancing princesses, poetry and words o’ wisdom 



Delegates Dish It 



The Daily's Alysa Rashbaum 
went backstage following the 
show to get the reaction of 
band members Menno Versteeg, 
Asch Harwood, Eric Cason, 
Karem El-Gamal, Sam Myer, and 
Josh Katz-Rosene. 

Daily: How did you guys feel 
about the performance? 

Asch: Well, the crowd was 
being entertained. 

Eric: Definitely. Everyone 
looked like they were having a 
good time, and that's always 
the goal. In that sense it was 
good. We got to play on a big 
stage, and that was sweet. The 
rock star factor was definitely 
up there. 

D: What did it feel like to play 
such a big venue for the first 
time? 

AH: If no one showed up then 
we thought it would be a good 
practice for us. 

D: What did you think of the 
crowd's response to the show? 
Menno: It was great, but it's 
always great. Move our crowd. 
AH: Even kids that don't like 
punk rock were out there 
enjoying it. 
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Phat Jams from Jazz Pharmacy 

Daily writer prescribes a heavy dose of jazz 



bv Adam Rosenbloom 
Daily Reporter 

T owards the late 60s, early 70s, jazz 
was taking some curious strolls 
towards heavier bass lines, electron- 
ic instruments, and fusion. 
Jazz/Rock/Soul/Funk... Miles Davis even 
proclaimed jazz dead. For once Miles was 
wrong. Jazz wasn’t dead. Jazz was and is 
alive and well. 

The popular music of today may not 
be written or even jierfonned by the beau- 



trance and reggae. The self-named origi- 
nators of “Drugstore Funk" have always 
alleged that their studio productions 
never capture the live experience. This is 
somewhat true. 

Friday’s perfomiance was character- 
ized by absurd improvisation. Frank 
Zappa absurd. New songs such as "Born 
Leader", “Better Than Love", and “Fcelin 
Irie" were recognizable before completely 
disintegrating into excessive experimen- 
tal invention. Clarke's bilingual freestyle 
verses were quite impressive. Though 
untamed, the jams were reasonably 
engaging. 

Jam on Jazz Pharmacy J usl as engaging was the constant 
string of guests. Violinist Gascia 



tiful people that appear on the covers of 
magazines, but there is an underground 
movement of people that still thrive on 
"real" music. And for those who have dis- 
covered (or rediscovered) what "real" 
music is, there is a pressing need for 
some live improvisation. 

The most recent attempt to fulfill this 
need came last night at The Cabaret. Jazz 
Pharmacy performed their last in a short 
tour of three shows promoting their new 
album, Amnesia. Over 200 fans came out 
to catch the first glimpse of Jazz 



Phannaq 1 in quite a while. Donnant for 
many months, Jazz Pharmacy has been 
undergoing some major changes.. 

For the most part, change is good. At 
their inception in the summer of 1996 , 
the band numbered 3- They swelled to 5, 
and are now down to 4. Phil Clarke (keys, 
vocals), Eddy Cola (drums), Dave Bonnet 
(sound design, guitar) and Fraser Nash 
(bass) have S|ient the last year recording 
Amnesia at Electric Lady Studios in New 
York. Worth a listen, the new album is 
grooved with heavy lieats, and mixed with 



Ouzounian accompanied on the eerie 
title track "Amnesia" and frcestyler Ab- 
Flex helped Clarke on “Different Life.” 
Chancelle Bolay's vocals assisted on sev- 
eral songs including, most notably, 
“Desire" and "Get Wit the Flow." 

But here lies the problem with Jazz 
Phanuacy’s new jam band incarnation. 
How can a band jam when one member 
only sings vocals? How would you pull off 
not fading self-conscious if you were sim- 
ply standing up there without playing an 
instrument? Well, Bolay pulled it off by 
wearing a garter belt and no bra. That’s 
it. A bit loo much stage presence for me, 
sorry. 

Equally distracting was the interpre- 
talional dance perfomied on stage by 
Clarke's sister. Not that I have anything 
against those who subscribe to the art of 
theatrical dance, but for me, dancing is a 
personal interpretation. It is your own 
personal response (or even contribution) 
to the music being received. 

Watching someone else dance may be 
beautiful, but dancing for yourself is just 
as stimulating. 

The show began incredibly tight, with 
“Santa Fe" kicking off a 65 -minute first 
set. Unfortunately, the danceable bass was 



Not Matt Dit mon 

rarely heard as a harsh trance (if there is 
such as thing) pervaded. The second set, 
which began shortly after midnight and 
grooved well over 75 minutes, was more 
enjoyable for the fret. Fraser Nash finally 
decided lo lay down some funky edges! 

Hopefully, with more gigs set up by 
Jazz Pharmacy's new promotional friend- 
ship with Sinistresound, practice will 
make perfect. The next lime Jazz 
Pharmacy comes around, it might be a 
good idea to fill your prescription. 
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U2 student is a 



part-time 

princess 



Name: Katie Irving 
Studies: U2, Double Major 
English Literature and 
Humanistic Studies 
Birthplace: Montreal 

Crowning Achievement: 

Named one of four princesses 
of the Queen's court for the 
Saint Patrick's Day parade. Last 
February 3rd Katie won the 
coveted spot, narrowly missing 
a chance at being queen, fol- 
lowing an extensive public 
speaking contest held by the 
United Irish Society. Katie's 
activities will now include 
attending various events along 
with the parade, promoting 
Irish culture in the Montreal 
community. 

Other than being royalty: 

Katie is an accomplished Irish 
dancer and is presently an 
instructor at the Bernadette 
Short Irish Dancing School. She 
has been dancing ever since 
she was five. Katie is currently 
ranked 8th in Canada for her 
age category. In three months 
time she will be heading to the 
North American -Championships, 
with the goal of eventually 
qualifying for the World 
Championships in Ireland. This 
summer she plans to go to 
Dublin and dance in various 
pubs. She can be seen most 
Saturdays as one of the 
dancers at O'Donnells Irish 
Pub. 

On the Luck of the Irish: "The 
whole world is aware of the 
great culture, the great music, 
and the great literature that 
comes from Ireland. Saint 
Patrick's Day is all about hav- 
ing a good time in sharing 
Irish culture." Katie welcomes 
the opportunity to celebrate 
not only her Irish heritage, but 
Canadian culture as well. 

In the future: While nothing is 
set in the Blarney Stone, Katie 
does hope to follow in her 
father's footsteps and become 
a teacher. She also has not 
excluded the possibility of pur- 
suing a career in broadcasting. 
-Jonathan Montpetit 




THEATRE AND CINEMA: 



Feb. 12 at 8 p.tn. at Lion D’Or . $7 pre- include Ian Ferrier. 5$ at the door. Kola Note, 5240 Parc.. Feb. 16-17, 10 pm 

show, 59 at the door. 845-3993 for tix. 515. 



Want to stay home and drink tea?. 




Get on over to the Wheel Bar Hillbilly Night, Mondays, 8:30 p.m. 
Free. 3373 Cavendish. 



Valentine’s Day and no love...well, 
here’s lookin' at you kid, Casablanca. 
Cinema du Parc, 7: 15pm. This could be the 
beginning of a beautiful friendship, if the 
Cinema du Parc could manage those jicsky 
lines. 

Rhapsody in Paris. An ode to the 
late great George Gershwin. It would be 
crazy for you to miss it. Feb. 14-17, 8 p.m. 
Morrice Hall. 

Vagina Monologues. Sold out and 
then some, but work your wiles. Feb. 13-15, 
8 p.m. Redpath Museum. 

W;T. The Centaur’s droll and dreary 
character study. To Feb. 18, 8 p.m. call 288- 
1229 for tix. 

Lions and Tigers and Palm Readings, 
oh my! Well, no lions and tigers, but there 
will lie lots of palm reading by Yedic 
Astrologer Guylaine Valla* at Indigo, Feb. 
15 at 7 p.m. 

John Sayles’ City of Hope at the 
Canadian Centre for Architecture. Feb. 22 
at 6 p.m. =939-7026. 

CONCERTS AND READINGS: 

Biotœh /Action Montreal and the CMC 
present a Benefit Kitchen Party to pay 
for the defense of a citizen arrested for put- 
ting labels on genetically modified foods, 



Effusion, those effusively cheer)’ bee- 
boppens are singing the National anthem 
Feb. 13 at the Molson Centre when the 
Montreal Canadiens take on the Colorado 
Avalanche. Go stick up for them! 

She’s got music in her blood. 
Charming chanteuse Martha 
Wainwright performs a free-as-they- 
come show at the Maison de Culture, 
N.D.G. 3755 Botrel, call 872-2157. 

Get tha* to the Yellow Door Poetry 
and Prose Reading! Feb. 15 at 8 p.m. 
3625 Aylmer Street. Featured |>erfomiers 



Ulana Odezynsky wants you to read her 
poetry on the internet. 
htlp//members. nlxri.com/emfisuses, then 
press emfabuse. 

Hip Hop Showcase, featuring KZ 
Konbinaton, CatBurglaz, Butta Balm and 
others. 150 at the door, S8 advance. Feb. 22 
at 9 p.m. Club Sochi, 1225 St. Luirent. 

Do you slay up nights wondering why 
you can’t hear authentic Maghreb Music? 
Well, your baggy eyes will abate because 
the Festival de Musique du Maghreb 
is here. It’s 1,001 nights in just 2 nights, at 



Music everywhere at the Local Music 
Mart. 50 stands tended by local alterna- 
tive and inde|iendent music labels and 
bands. Groove on over to Foufounes élec- 
triques, 87 St. Catherine East. Mar. 3. 

Herpes Support Group, meets sec- 
ond Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m. Call 
=855-8995. 

Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, Video, Ml 
of the Obove. Pr(objecion), a show 
mounted by group of art history students at 
McGill, is seeking artistic meanderings of 
all sorts for their Mar. 8-12 show. Call =931- 
6304. 

ART ABOUT TOWN: 

You’d be psycho not to check out the 
Hitchcock Exhibit at the Museum of Fine 
Mts. Until Mar. 18. Definitely not for the 
birds. 

Dazibao. Just a really nealo gallery. 
Photography in the Face of Terror, Until 
Feb. 25. 4001 Bern =202. 845-0063. 

Montreal High Lights Festival. 

Lots stuff floating around downtown. Until 
Feb. 25. =288-9955. 

Got an emit? Want people to read 
about it otvr buttered scones ? Send info 
and it just may wind up on the fridpe. 
cullure@mc0dttily.com 



Biot ecfmology and objective 
Science in the Age of 
Corporate Power 



Arjwtl PuszLii, p(j.D. 
SitstiH Bdntocz, pft.D. 
Elisabeth Abenjel, p(;.D 



TfnmtLni, Fefc. IS, 2001, 5 /mi 
McGill , Arts b((\j. 14s 
free 

for more info: 398 7432 



Join the Youth Summit Team! 

Get involved in the national preparations for the 
2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development 

Apply by February 16th, 2001 
For an application form call 613-232-5751 ext. 247 or visit 




www.youth2002jeunesse.unac.org 

B » H Department ot Foreign Affair» Uintkler* dee Affairée étrangères 
9 and International Trade et du Commerce Internationdl 



The Corporatization of 
Agriculture and the 
Globalization of Hunger 

come discuss the ftaa, biotechnology and 
food system alternatives with food system 
and biotech activists: 

Brewster Kneen (B.C) 

Maria Jose Guazelli (Brazil) 

Zev Teifenbach (Montreal) 

Thursday. Feb. 15. 2001. 3 pm 
McGill. Arts Bldg. 145 
free 

for more info: 398-7432 

Goldstein & Goldstein Optometrists 

1 102 de Maisonneuve W. (between Peel & Stanley) 

844-3248 

Students are covered for Eye Exams and get $75 
towards Glasses or Contacts with their Health 
Insurance 



One-Day Acuvue - Acuvue 2 - Acuvue Bifocal 
Visual Examination, OHIP Accepted 

Contact Lenses from $80 

Immediate delivery on most prescriptions. 
Glasses in 24 Hours on most prescriptions 

Special Consideration to Students and Staff. 
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Bookshelf 




Semi-Semitic Book Rates Half a Bagel 

When Mom and Dad have too much time on their hands 



The Half-Jewish Book 
Daniel Klein and Fkeke Vuijst 
Random House; 200 pp. 

Technically, of course, it is impossi- 
ble for anyone to be “half-Jewish." 
According to religious laws, if your 
mother is Jewish, then you are too. If she 
isn’t, then you aren’t. Simple. For those 
of us who find ourselves attending one 
cousin’s bar mitzvah on Saturday, and 
another cousin’s confirmation on 
Sunday, however, being half-Jewish is 
not an inconceivable concept. 

With The / Id If -Juris!) Book, it 
appears that Daniel Klein and Freke 
Vuijst have attempted to create an ethnic 
group for their daughter, who, due to 
their different backgrounds, is in this 



particular predicament. The book is 
heartwarmingly dedicated to her; I 
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Beforelife No 
Afterthought 



The Bcforeufe 
iiv Franz Wright 
70 PAGES 
Talon Books 

T he first thing that is likely to strike 
readers of Franz Wright's new poetry 
collection is its title. The word 
‘beforelife’ is one of those obvious inver- 
sions of an accepted terni that are often 
employed by writers. Of course, whether this 
move comes across as living pretentious or 
cleverly elementary ultimately defends 
u|Kin the quality of the material that the 
title graces. 

Wright imbues his |ioetry with the sort 
of evocative images that provoke both an 
intellectual reaction from the reader and, 
like all strong iwetry, also touch something 
dee|ier within in order to elicit a subcon- 
scious ‘feeling’. Images such as “the crown 
of barbed wire" that the protagonist wears 
in “Aesthetic" and the "corpse of dia- 
monds" in "Fine Print” are indicative of 
the manner in which Wright |ierverts tradi- 
tional symbols in order to relate them to 
modem life. T\vo examples of this are “the 
toilet filled with blood" in “To a 
blossoming Nutcase” and "light green eyes 
dusk distant," one of the collection's most 
evocative lines courtesy of the poem 
“Slander." It is this rare ability to simulta- 
neously stimulate both our intellect and 
our more guttural senses that renders 
Wright’s jioetry truly exceptional. 



It should also be noted that the man 
can turn a phrase. Witness, "Death is 
nature’s way/ of telling you to be quiet" 
from "Translation” or "Think along with 
me/Paris sky, spacious eternity of fall" 
from “Thinking of France." These two 
lines re|iresent Wright's diversity, lie is a 
|K>et who is equally adept at the stark, 
directly communicative line or the weight- 
ed phrase that lies pregnant with meaning 
ii|X)n the page. Wright writes mostly in free- 
verse. However, he still makes use of more 
traditional poetic tools without ever com- 
mitting to them. He drops in the occasional 
rhyming couplet and sometimes fashions 
poems of only one or two lines. Like many 
I loots of the post-modern age, he is unwill- 
ing to be liound by formal convention, yet 
not ready to renounce it completely. 

is the work worthwhile? Absolutely. 
Through his well-chosen words and strik- 
ing images, Wright examines age-old liter- 
ary themes such as faith, man’s impact on 
the world, and need. He marries these 
themes with contemporary concerns such 
as the isolating effect of technology and its 
capacity to alienate its supposed masters. By 
merging these interests, he creates |ioetry 
that iwrtrays our immediate world while 
simultaneously meditating on the endur- 
ing themes of human existence, if any- 
thing, Wright’s |ioems suggest that these 
themes are made more relevant by the ever- 
accelerating degree of change in our world. 

■Chris Cuyiiar 



imagine they handed her the first man- 
uscript, exclaiming, “Now you can feel 
validated, darling!" They do this by 
painstakingly categorizing and analyz- 
ing the attributes of people who are the 
product of a blend of one Jewish parent 
and one parent of some other religious 
or ethnic persuasion. Chapters in the 
book (which is plastered with a large 
graphic of half of a bagel, ha ha) list 
humorous names for various combina- 
tions ("Jewcana" for a woman who has 
one Hispanic and one Jewish parent); 
expound on how stereotypical attributes 
of Jewish and non-Jewish people will 
combine and tell various heartwarming 
stories of how half-Jewish |ieople over- 
came the obstacles set up for them by 
their inconveniently-wed parents. There 



is an extensive focus on half-Jewish 
celebrities, pointing out how their art 
directly reflects their pastiched her- 
itages. I was pleased to discover that like 
me, David Duchovny is the offspring of 
an American Jewish father and a 
Scottish Presbyterian mother. Clearly, we 
must marry to preserve the bloodline. 

Growing up with parents of different 
religions, I sometimes felt annoyed that 
I didn’t have a distinct group to belong 
to; that being raised without a specific 
faith meant that I was missing out on 
something special. I mastered the art of 
the tolerant smile in order to cope with 
well-meaning people who offer opinions 
such as, "Ooh! That’s so United 
Nations!" I learned to tailor explana- 
tions of my situation to my audience, 



such that minimal shock would be suf- 
fered or offense taken. The trade-off, 
however, was that I got to be friends with 
everybody. Being exposed to a culture 
that I did not belong to never made me 
feel particularly uncomfortable, because 
I didn't belong to one at all. That is why 
I hale The Udlf-Jeuish Book. Under the 
guise of cuteness, Klein and Vuijst have 
decided to form their own cultural 
clique, a new and distinct category, so 
that they can feel special and exclusive. 
It is a small-minded, anti-celebration of* 
diversity that embraces a new kind of 
tribalism while attempting to defy an 
old one. Perhaps the world is a more 
backward place than I thought. 

—Jean Hannah Edelslein 



Life... (it felt spongy) 



by Claire Blanchet 
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itching to make your mark on the walls of Montreal? Well, Scrawls is a 
second-rate substitute. Send us yours-Scrawls@mcgilldaily.com 
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Local theatre production very unappetizing 



by Sari Long 
llv McGill Daily 

B cinn the fledgling thespian, criticiz- 
ing any form of innovative theater 
seems sketchy if not an outright vio- 
lation of some unwritten rule of dramatic 
intercourse. But walking away |ierplcxedly 
after viewing /W, ruminating on its stale 
qualities and then fuming at the thought 
of |ieople paying S75 to see it forced me to 
disregard said rule. 

The premise of the event itself is prom- 
ising: watch a play hy former excitable food 
critic Byron Ayanoglu and then dine in 
style with food prepared by chefs from some 
of the choicest and tastiest reslos in 
Montreal. The drawback with this scheme 
is, however, that a play touted to match the 
quality of the restaurants fails to meet 
ex|iectations. Obviously, patrons willing to 
pay $75 for a play and a meal will be 
exiting to see a top-notch theatrical per- 
fonnance, but Food failed to meet this 
demand. 

The play itself is based around a tele- 
vised perfonnance of the World's Greatest 
Chef creating and cooking a culinary mas- 
terpiece to top all others. In the process of 
his gastronomic creation, he reveals the 
tragedy of lost love between he and his for- 
mer sous-chef, Lola. In a humorous 
moment, the chef laments B it all lie want- 



ed from her was "perfectly rendered arom- 
atized kidney fat." This is where the play 
falls apart. Instead of playing up the 
humor of two lovers separating because of 
a kitchen conflict, it turns into an emo- 
tional disaster, leaving the audience won- 
dering whether it should laugh or snort in 
disgust. 

Brett Watson, playing the world- 
renowned chef hell-bent on creating the 
world's most |>erfecl dish and on gushing 
about his love of his former sous-chef, 
manages to pull us through intenninahlc 
monologues and egotistical harangues 
without death. Though the British accent 
wavered near the end of the play, Watson 
managed to bring a bit of spark to an oth- 
erwise boring character. Emmanuelle 
Jimenez, in the role of the host of the tele- 
vised cooking exposition, is as annoying as 
hosts come and fails to bring much to 
. Ayanoglu’s play. 

Another aspect of Food which failed to 
add to its lackluster dialogue was the use of 
dual cameras to do close-ups of the actors 
on stage and to be multimedia-friendly by 
su|ierimposing images of one actor on 
another at the climax of the play. Not only 
was the presence of the cameras annoying, 
as I find the campy atmosphere of audi- 
ence participation quite tacky, but the jxx>r 
quality of the footage did the op|»sile of 
highlighting the actors and their actions. 



To make matters worse, the play itself 
was entirely unbelievable in ternis of its 
culinary replication. It is surprising that 
Ayanoglu was a chef himself and has chef- 
owned a few restaurants, because his 
ex|iertise in the world of the restaurant 
shows not an iota. The Master Chef 
(Watson) |ierfonns so many foodish faux- 
pas that even the least-schooled in kitchen 
etiquette would cringe. I'or example, the 
chef hops up onto the counter to deliver a 
snip|iet of a s|>eech when everyone knows 
that no self-respecting chef would ever con- 
taminate their work surfaces as such. The 
cooking itself appeared hardly above ele- 
mentary and i felt at times as if I was 
watching an arthritic Chef Pasquale fum- 
bling to sautée the kidney-fatted |iorcupine 
livers. 

What it comes down to is that Food is 
loo long, too trite and too bland to be worth 
the price of such an event. The food follow- 
ing, however, is sure to be a treat and the 
venue itself, the Lion d’Or, is a delight. 
Perhaps you can request, when making a 
reservation, to skip the play and stay for the 
food instead. Or you could just go to the 
restaurant itself and forget the entire event 
altogether. 

A limited number of slmtr only sin- 
dent lickels are available for SlO. Call 
997-1771 



Scrawls 



by Jane Hedgehog 



culture: it’s not your mother’s section. 
Wednesday. 4 p.m. Shatner Bistro. 



This Food is Tasteless 









TUNITIES 



Northwestern College of Chiropractic 



Northwestern tan provide you with an education uniquely focused on the 2 1st century 
Just ask our 1,000 alumni. They arc practicin)( from Amenta to Zimbabwe, as solo 
practitioners and in interdisciplinary settmjjs They know that our FOCUS ON 
EXCELLENCE has earned us an international reputation as a pioneer in chiropractic 
education, patient care and scientific research Northwestern is a limited enrollment, 
private institution featuring a well-rounded, rigorous educational program integrating 
the basic and clinical sciences, diagnosis, X-ray, chiropractic therapeutics, wellness care 
and practice management Our pioneering clinical internship programs, 
interdisciplinary study opportunities and a stale-of- ^ college of 

thc-art student clinic provide our graduates with an 
UNPARALLELED CLINICAL FOUNDATION „ Vv[ T 

Add our Career Services Center, where we assist our \ I 

graduates in job placement, and you can understand J ^ ’ s 
why our graduates have such a high satisfaction NORTHWESTERN 

level with their careers. For a personal visit or more IIFALTII SCIENCES 

detailed information, call a Northwestern admis- UNIVERSITY 

sions counselor at 1-800-888-4777 or go 250t W 8-tth St 

virtual at www.nwhealth.edu. Minneapolis. MN S5-H l 



NORTHWESTERN 
HEALTH SCIENCES 
UNIVERSITY 
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The Bard and the Beats BB 



Ian Ferrier gears up for Yellow Door reading 



BY I.IIKAS ItoPE 
Culture Reporter 

0 .11 February I 5lh Montreal |icrfomi- 
ance poet Ian Ferrier will appear at 
the Yellow Door along with four 
other perfonning |ioeis. 

Many of the artists ap|iearing will be 
accompanied hv improvised acoustic 
music, and with quite an impressive line 
up, the show will likely be standing room 
only. 

bocal performer du jour Ian Ferrier 
will he performing, fresh upon ihe 
release of his latest Cl) lixplodinn Haiti 
Man Katherine Kidd is expected to |>er- 
form some of her esteemed chant-style 
spoken word, along with Corey Frost, 
and Alex Boutros and Kaarla 
Sundstrom. 

Many of these artists fuse spoken 
word and music, and it will be interest- 
ing to see them working bare bones. 



Kidd, for instance, is well known for her 
work with l)J/composcr Jack Beets and 
will now he forced to express herself 
somewhat differently in an unplugged 
situation. Ferrier is also going to be 
hard pressed to work without his elec- 
tric guitar, saxophone and midi synthe- 
sizer, given the cozy confines of the 
Yellow Door. 

Having grown up reading the beat 
writers of the 1950s and early 60s, 
Ferrier is heavily influenced by the work 
of William Burroughs. But though he 
works with free verse, this poet's no beat- 
nik. "I'm trying to do something fairly 
new... creating an atmosphere with the 
music and using the poems to describe 
what is happening in that atmosphere," 
Ferrier explained. 

Writing some of the music himself, 
Ferrier often works with Montreal free 
jazz saxophonist Bryan Highbloom. 
“What I do is... an aesthetic of how 



music and words go together... where the 
music is a canvas for certain thoughts 
and feeling rather than just a back- 
ground for the words," Ferrier said. 

Through highly expressive lan- 
guage and thick imagery he creates a 
very distinct and powerful mood. One 
of the most fascinating aspects of his 
work is the dichotomy between the 
dreamy, innocent sound of his voice 
and the subject matter of the poems. 
"Here the hundred mortals falling like 
paper angels/ drifting and broken with 
the pain / of being god for a whole ten 
seconds," reads his poem "Tango". 

Often dealing with issues such as 
love, pain, sex, and death, Ferrier cre- 
ates a peaceful and reflective atmos- 
phere out of such emotionally charged 
concepts. His diction in "Tango" 
sounds as if he were simply remember- 
ing sweet childhood memories and 
drifting back towards unmarred inno- 



creative space 



creative@mcgilldaily.conn 



A Quick Fix 



If only I could take all the suffering in the world 
and crush it into a fine powder 
I’d encapsulate it in a sugary coat 
and would prescribe it to those who believed in immediate relief 
once in their system they would finally understand 
that some things should not be digested so readily 
Then, I would have done something great 

Heidi Smith 



ccncc when relating a moment of cor- 
poral enrapture. "In the second when 
he slips between her legs / her heart's 
already flying like a swallow from her 
throat / and she's living and dying in 
the heat of a single evening." he reads 
somniferously. 

Ferrier also organizes a poetry per- 
formance at the Casa Del I’opolo every 
third Sunday of the month. Featuring 
both established artists and aspiring 
wordsmiths, these shows have been 
extremely successful thus far. It is with 
such elide, nors that Ferrier continues to 
present himself as one of the premier |xiets 
writing in Montreal. 

Itin lerrier trill raid til Ik- Yellow 
Door on February 1 51b. Also scheduled 
lo perforin tire Alex Boutros tint! Kuurlu 
Sundstrom, Catherine Kidd, Cony Frosl. 
Doors open til 7:. 10. Cost is 5S ill Ik’ 
door. 



Ever ask 
yourself where 
Leonard Cohen 
would be now had it 
not been for The 
Daily? 

Suzanne, Beautiful 
Losers, monasticism, it 
all came after he strutted 
his poetic stuff right 
here. The Daily wants 
your contributions to 
keep the brooding alive. 

creative@mcgilldaily.com 



"Its 19c5 Rendez-vous du Cinema 
Québécois,” a festival celebrating Quebec's 
cinematic production, will be held from 
the 15th to the 25th of February. This edi- 
tion will showcase 146 varied films, 
including documentaries, animated 
shorts, and experimental films. The pro- 
jections will lie held at the Cinéma ONF, 
and in the Cinémathèque Québécoise. 

The tlieme of the festival calls for an 
overview and reflection of the cinematic life 
of the province. Opening night will feature 
the premiere of la Solitude de Monsieur 
TYirgcon, a short animation film by Jeanne 
Crcpeau. Also featured will be Bernard 
Emond's La Femme qui Boit, a film about 
a dying alcoholic remembering her life. 

Three awards will lie presented for 
artistic creation on opening night best 
artistic production, best experimental 
production, and one for best short to mid 
length feature film. Closing night will 
showcase the premiere of Lauzon- 
Lauzonne, a documentary film on 
renowned Quebec director Jean-Claude 
Lauzon, done by Louis Belanger and 
Isabelle Hébert. 

Throughout the festival there will he 
divers events in which the public is invit- 
ed to participate. Among them will lie pre- 
sentations of artwork, various other 
debates, as well the op|»rtunity to meet 
some of the artists. 

"Les Rendez-Vous du Cinéma 
Québécois" is a great opiwrtunily for any- 
one who enjoys movies to see what is pro- 
duced in the smaller, local film market 
For aspiring cinematographers it will pro- 
vide exposure to the industry that should 
not lie missed. It's also a good opjvortumty 
to do something completely different from 
the regular reading week preoccupations 

Detailed list of shows cun be found 
at tlx • Cincinatbùpw Québécoise, at Ik- 
Cinema 0\ T, and in selechd panes of 
U- Deinirand Voir manazinc. 

■Joel Bou It a is 



Imported 

Beers 



3702 St-Laurent 



Specials 



Rum & CoKe 

2 for $5.50 

sangria I g j n & Tonic 

$12.00 | 2 for $6.00 

SHOOters $2.50 each or 5 for $10.00 
Sambuca * Whiskey * Peach 
schnapps kamikaze ♦ windex « 

Bjagenneiste r «^o ldschlager 



3702-3704 boul. St-Laurent 844-6211 
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Walking the Tightrope of Fandom 









by Sarah Lazarovic 
The McGill Daily 

''Ideally, the film theorist should be 
someone who boll ) likes and dislikes 
llie cinema. Someone who once tored 
film hul has stopped loving il in order 
to approach it from another angle, 
making cinema the object of the same 
visual instinct that had once made 
him a fan. Someone who has broken 
off his affair with the movies as people 
sometimes break off lore affairs, not to 
lake a new hi er but to dwell upon the 
old one from a more elevated posi- 
tion." -Christian Metz, Le Significant 
Imaginaire. 

A s a little kid, I |ieered through my 
weighty blue glasses at the seem- 
ingly endless screen in childish 
wonderment. I do not know how I dis- 
cerned a good film from a had one. Vet, 
like a fortuneteller working on commis- 
sion, I made my hasty pronouncements 
with relative facility. Taste was intrinsic. 
Something in me said, "That was the 



IS THIS YOU? 




THEN YOU’VE WON 

A PAIR OF PASSES TO ANY 

FAMOUS PLAYERS CINEMA 
(EXCEPT I MAX) 

Just drop by The Daily, 

Chancellor Day Hall #620 

with Student ID to claim 

your passes 






Courtesy the Daily and Famous Players 

WATCH FOR YOUR 
FACE NEXT WEEK!! 

«The McGill DÀH.Y 



Soapbox Commentaries on the Cultural Evolution 



best movie I ever saw," or, in the case of 
the Sesame Street Follow That Bird 
Movie, "I don’t think I will ever sleep 
again." 

These days, my celluloid sentiments 
are not as expressly apparent. A steady 
stream of film rhetoric has been 
siphoned into my brain, dismantling the 
good/bad button and installing instead a 
rigorous device that consumes more 
paper and energy, but delivers roughly 
the same results. 

In a frame, I am consumed by the 
discourse. Mired in my own movie 
mania, I have acquired new apprecia- 
tion for film, while relinquishing my 
ability to be engaged in a less cerebral 
sense. 

It's an age old quandary, and proba- 
bly every critic in every discipline has 
arrived at this dilemma and thus been 
forced to examine the art they have cho- 
sen to know so forcefully. For the critic or 
theorist, this is an acceptable trade-off. 
The passionate quest to understand the 
medium overrides the memories of giddy 
fandom. But what of the dabbling dilet- 
tante, the enthusiast who reads Film 
Theory over Entertainment Weekly ? For 
these fact-seeking folk, it ‘s a fine line. 



Metz’ definition of the ideal theorist 
is decidely logical. It is easy to talk of 
giving up the beauty of emotional 
response. It's decidedly more difficult 
when you are admiring the composition 
of a particular shot and your neighbour 
is shedding enough tears to create a 
small river. 

Metz’ theorist is someone who has 
not forgotten what being a fan was like, 
with all its emotional vicissitudes- and 
palpable immediacy, and yet who is no 
longer overwhelmed by those memories. 
Likely, this purist critic would not be 
jealous of the misty stream of tears flow- 
ing down the slightly-raked theatre floor, 
halted only by rapids of aged popcorn. 
Alas, I am no such critic. 

I shudder at having to unearth that 
old clunker, ‘ignorance is bliss’, but sit- 
ting next to a bleary-eyed film-goer, I 
become so keenly aware of what it takes 
to move me. I sometimes long to stop 
myself from the painful film-vivisection 
I am unable to prevent my brain from 
performing. 

Moments of refreshment occur when 
I accompany friends to events entirely 
foreign to me. At a WCW Monday Night 
Nitro show, I was entranced by the spec- 





0MB3SÏD 

■ Paramount at: ( 514 ) 842-5828 

- 1 it/I AX Advance Ticket sales: 

( 514 ) 878-9100 

Croup sales ( 514 ) 878-4629 



Also featuring: 

• Bar des Étoiles 

• Café des Étoiles 

•Techltown 

Interactive Came center 

•Great Pood Variety 

Mikes Pizza, Brûlerie St-Denls. New York Fries 
Surf city Squeeze and Wetzel s Pretzels 



m. 




tacle, inspired by the wild drives of the 
wrestlers. A friend later grumbled at the 
poor quality of the show. Critics! 

Given the numlter of people pursuing 
cultural erudition in a variety of realms, 
this cynical undercurrent is a 
persistent one. The quest is Æfa 
personal, though, with every 
person fumbling towards artis- 
tic ecstasy of a particular kind. ; 

For me, attainment of 
Metz’ ideal critical state will W 
occur when a movie makes me \jj 
feel as frightened as I was the day 
they kidnapped Big Bird and painted 
him blue. 

Thoughts about art, / top music 
loathing, diatribes about graffiti, cultur- 
al epithets, poignant poetry publisbables, 
lucid or rambling rants about tlx; slate 
of the arts today, experimental exposito- 
ry essays, or simply writings about the 
cultured planet on which we Æ 
exist.. .alone in the crowd. B 



Culture: You’ll never have to write about SSMU. 
Wednesdays, Resto Shatner, 4 p.m. 




OANSEfy 

U DANSE 







CHOREOGRAPHY BY 

Christopher House 

Toronto 
Dance 
Theatre 

March 1,2, 3 
at 8 pm 



)tudem prices from 

$21.95 (all mil) 



Centre Pierre-Péladeau 

Salle Pierre-Mercure 

300, bout. deMaisonneuveEst, Montréal 
Hrue Sanguine! / 0 Borri-UQAM 
Billets:987-6919/Admission:790-1245 
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Ski Bums Not Just at Whistler 



It's February already, get out there and ski! 



by Gabe Flores 
The McGill Daily 

T here are two kinds of snow that fall 
front the sky There’s the kind you 
curse at for piling up in the entrance 
to your apartment, and the kind that skiers 
and snowboarders alike sjiend nights 
dreaming about. If you've looked out the 
window lately, that time is now. 

Ski season is now in full effect, and 
with resorts at 100% operation, the morn- 
ing pilgrimages to the slopes begin this 
time of the year. With Montreal at the cen- 
tre of two major ski regions, the 
Laurentians and the Eastern Townships, 
finding good skiing is only a function of 
how far you are willing to drive, and how 
early you are willing to wake up. 

Tut: Lukentians 

Drive h 5 minutes from Montreal and 
three of the first lulls you'll encounter are 
Mont Avila, Mont Saint-Sauveur, and Mont 
Gabriel. All are roughly at the same verti- 
cal, but Mont Gabriel becomes particularly 
icy on its south side xs the day wears on. 
They all offer night skiing, hut lx* warned: 
the lighting is patchy, and it gets wicked 
cold on those* chairlifts at night. . . 

Two hours from Montreal is Mont 
Tremblant. Mont Tremblant is a ski resort 



that has the Asjien prices without the As|ien 
skiing. Sure, the resort has great accomo- 
dations, complete with outdoor hot tubs 
and condominiums halfway up the moun- 
tainside, but the skiing is lacking. 
Considering that a day pass is $55, you'd 
expect the skiing to match the price, but 



The Eastern Townships 

The ski hills in the Laurentians don't want 
you to know abut the Eastern Township. 
Sure, the hilLs are further away, ;uid die 
Autoroute 10 Is notorious for its Sjml traps, 
hut die skiing and snovdxxmling is prime. 

Mile Bromont, 
ter bum. for 
its summertime 
mountain biking 
dian its skiing, is 
sometimes visible 
from Mont Royal 
on a clear day, it 
doesn't have the 
challenging ski- 
ing that most 
folks seek. Sure, 
clear cut a moun- 
tain side steep 

enough to qualify 

A ricir from Ik' loivly Mon! Tremblant ;ls ., c |jjf ;mt | 

alas, unless you like icy trails, look else- two black diamonds on it and it'schallenging. 




where. Even the Dynamite, the most diffi- 
cult trail to ski at Tremblant, is often closed 
halfway down due to the ice that forms on 
its stee|iest pitch. And don't look for relief in 
Tremblants gladed trails as they're often 
skied out before noon - the product of hav- 
ing too many skiers on too few triTils. With 
Tremblant, bigger is proven not to lx* better, 
hut lift lines are proven to be longer. 



but this Isn’t base jumping. 

Mont Sutton is best known for its glad- 
ed trails, and the marketing folks there 
know it What Sutton may lack in vertical 
drop, it makes up in beautifully gladed 
trails that allow even novice skiers a 
chance to venture into the woods. The 
trails are divided roughly in terms of 
degree of difficulty, with the black dia- 



monds located on the easternmost side of 
the mountain, and the green trails run- 
ning off the lone detachable quad. At $40 
for a full day adult ticket, Sutton is par for 
the course, es|iecially for those with a 
weak spot for glades. Not to be missed at 
Mont Sutton is the cozy summit restau- 
rant at lunchtime. Warm up next to a 
roaring fireplace with a poutine and a hot 
cocoa, staples of the diehard skier's diet. 



The ski hills in the 
Laurentians don’t 
want you to know 
about the Eastern 
Townships. 



Mont Orford and Owl's Head, just down 
the autoroute from Sutton, are comparable 
ski hills, and are |wsitioning themselves xs 
resorts, rather than ski-exclusive. Compared 
to some of the trails at Orford, Owl's Head 
offers little challenge to skiers looking for 
adventure. However, bill score high marks 
for offering student rates lietween S25 and 
$28 full day tickets, something every student 
can appreciate. Owl's Head, situated on the 
shores of Like Memphremagog, offers a 



spectacular view of the surrounding area, 
including the United States, located no fur- 
ther than a few kilometres away. 

Just within the American border, Jay 
Peak juts out of the landscape. Technically, 
it is not in the Eastern Townships, nor is it 
in Canada, hut unless you've got a dope 
charge on your record, this should pose no 
problem. Travelling at a fast clip on an 
empty early morning highway. Jay Peak 
can lx within your sites in abut ‘JO min- 
utes. Still border weary? So long as they see 
your skis in the nick, you're grxid to go. 

Jay Peak has always lieen home to seri- 
ous weekend skiers that can't hop in their 
bar jets and fly off to Colorado It gels 
undoubtedly the most snow in the region, 
and offers something all other mountains 
don't: a mini. At $ »‘J (CUN) for a full day 
ticket, it still beats Mt. Tremblant in tenus of 
price, and at Jay you won't get tired of skiing 
the same trails. Just over 2,(HXI vertical feet, 
Jay has recently undergone some major ren- 
ovations. including a much needed detach- 
able quad that services the Ixtler half (read: 
the hairiest) of the mountain. While snow- 
lx larders may lx*st lie served hv less steep 
grades, the tnun offers the chance for skiers 
and snowboarders alike to s|iend well over 
15 minutes negotiating some of the longest 
trails in the regions without those annoying 
flats. If you go, make sure to ski off the tram, 
and venture into the woods. 



Valentine’s Day Might Not Suck 

What to do to avoid Meg Ryan on your day alone 












by Rachel Metaein 
Miml&Body Reporter 

T here are varying opinions as to tin- 
origin of Valentine's Day. Many 
experts believe the story goes as fol- 
lows; an ancient Roman Emperor Claudius 
II was having a difficult time getting sol- 
diers to join his military leagues. He con- 
cluded this was due to the fact that Roman 
men did not want to leave their families 
and loved ones and therefore he alxilished 
all marriages and engagements. Saint 
Valentine, a kind priest, went against 
Claudius II and secretly married couples 
that were in love. For his acts of compas- 
sion, Saint Valentine was condemned to 
death and was beheaded on the 14th day of 
February, about the year 270. Since then, 
he has been remembered and honoured 
every February 14th by naming this day 
‘Saint-Valentine's Day.' 

Now, this may very well b the case, but 
in this day and age Valentine's Day is rec- 
ognized by most as the annual day of love. 
For some the revered day is a celebration of 



romantic love and eroticism, but for most 
of us, Valentine's Day takes on a complete- 
ly different meaning. Valentine’s Day 
Sucks!Why?Well for the majority, 
Valentine's Day is a direct, in-your-face 
reminder that you are single and lonely. 
This atrocious day forces us to think abut 
when we hist had a significant other, or if 
we will ever have one again. W'e spend an 
entire year commending ourselves on our 
independence and freedom. W'e s|x*nd an 
entire year enjoying the single life and 
being able to say "Fin not tied down, I can 
do whatever I want whenever I want.” 
Then on this solitary tragic day, we are vio- 
lently robbed of our fonner convictions, 
our confidence becomes viciously chal- 
lenged by some chocolate in the shape of 
hearts and our self-assured independence 
tomes shattered by some tacky red pajier 
cupids. 

My friends, you cannot allow 
Valentine's Day to shake your happy, single 
foundations (even if you aren't so happy 
being single to start with). V-Day must be 
seen for what it really is - the enemy. 



Outwitting this enemy can lie a brutal and 
labrious task. Keep in mind that you are- 
going to be bombarded with countless 
images of roses, hearts, and cupids every- 
where from the privacy of your own televi- 
sion set all the way to the- toothpaste aisle in 
your local drugstore. The trick is to 
remember that these repulsive decorations 
and mementos of Valentine's Day are real- 
ly less offensive than your average every 
day hand holders walking in front of you as 
you make your way to class. Surviving sin- 
gle on Valentine’s Day can be a challenge, 
but there arc certainly actions one can lake 
and avoid in order to ensure that vour per- 
sonal survival will lx less of a struggle. 

Firstly, and most importantly - do 
something positive! No - (I’m answering 
the question in your head already), posi- 
tive does not mean parking yourself on 
the couch and demolishing a litre of 
Cookies and Cream while watching When 
Harry met Sally or the even more 
appalling Sleepless in Seattle. Come to 
think of it, avoid Meg Ryan altogether. 
Instead, do something active that will put 



you in a good inood like trying a pay-as- 
you-go tae bx clxss offered every Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday at the McGill 
gym. Or try playing a pick-up basketball 
game with friends. A snowball fight is not 
bad idea, co-ed preferably. Another iiii|x.-r- 
ative rule is the "No-Calling-Your-Ex's- 
Rule." This is an enshrined law that 
should not b tampered with. Think of it 
xs one of the Ten Commandments of sur- 
viving single. From time to time we all feel 
the insane insatiable urge to lake a trip 
down memory lane, hoping to fill our void 
for companionship with that past some- 
one special. Do I even have to explain? 
Bad, Bad, idea - what's done is done. It’s 
over for a reason, lake a few moments to 
ponder what those reasons are bfore dial- 
ing the forbidden digits. 

Another thing that will help take the 
focus off your single status, is in fact focus- 
ing on you. It sounds kind of backwards 
but it works. Buy a really sexy piece of lin- 
gerie - just because it looks good, not 
because you hojic someone will have the 
opportunity to clumsily pry it off of you and 



toss it onto the floor of your darkened lx-d- 
room. Go out to a really nice dinner with 
friends, spend a few extra bucks and forget 
abut Kraft Dinner and/or rice for one 
evening. Going out and doing something a 
little different for yourself will force you to 
notice that the world docs not revolve 
around bing able to say "table for two 
please." The next crucial element to surviv- 
ing this holiday sounds cold - boycott your 
friends involved in relationships. Yes, 
ignoring some of your pals for a day may 
sound cruel and perhaps a hit harsh, but I 
assure you it is a vital part of survival. 
Think of it this way - do you really want to 
hear abut the gifts, the flowers and, so 
help me, the elabratc nighttime activities 
that your friends arc engaging in with their 
significant other?!? That is the fastest way 
to drive you to a tonne of ice cream and 
Meg Ryan, and we already sjxike abut Meg 
Ryan. In other words, b happy with the 
knowledge that some of your friends are 
enjoying the jierks of this disastrous day, 
but don't torture yourself by feigning inter- 
est in all the gory details. 




J 



30 



The McGill Daily • February 12, 2001 



Mind&Body 



Sakura is Wonderfully Fishy 

Sushi restaurant is above your average fish sticks 







By Sonia Jog 
Guest Gourmand 

W hile there are some |ieople out 
there who would have you believe 
that Valentine's Day is the self-pity 
day of all self-pity days, there are others, 
(including yours truly), who think that 
February 14th is fourth only to Christmas, 
Mother’s Day, and Father’s Day as an occa- 
sion for remembering the ones you love. 
Well, that may be a little much, but my 
point is this: why not s|icnd this heart-felt 
day enjoying the good friends you do have, 
instead of lamenting the s|iecial friend you 
don’t? 

My suggestion for this year’s lovers-day: 
go out for dinner with a bunch of friends. 
While this is probably not the activity of 
choice for all the so-called offensive love- 
birds, nothing is stopping you and your 
party from stealing the show. So grab your 
floormates from rez, you’re ex-floonnates 
from rez, your intramural broomball te;un, 




your midtenn study group, or your usual 
gaggle of girlfriends (better still if you're 
male!) Grab anyone, as long as you’re sure 
that they make you feel loved. 

This Valentine's Day, I have found a 
hidden treasure just west of campus. For 
some strange reason, Japanese restaurants 
seem to have collected on de la Montagne, 
where there are three different places with- 
in two blocks. Toyo looks much too 
upscale for my liking, but now that I’ve 
tried the slightly pretentious Katsura and 
the more relaxed Sakura, I feel that I can 
say with absolute confidence and authority 
that the average McGillian’s best bet is, 



without a doubt, the latter. Sakura is locat- 
ed on de la Montagne just south of 
Sherbrooke, and is like stepping into Japan 
itself, from the first modest welcome the 
hostess offers, to the flurry of kimono-clad 
waitresses that shuffle back and forth. 
Sakura offers your standard Japanese- 
restaurant set up: regular tables, s|iecial 
tataini rooms that you can reserve ahead of 
time, and the sushi bar — but you don't 
have to be at the bar to order sushi. 
Sakura’s selection will satisfy' most sushi- 
lovers, and they offer a good range of what- 
ever is in season. If you're new to the expe- 
rience, try shrimp (ama-ebi) or egg (tam- 



ago), $4.50 for 2 rolls, or tuna rolls (tekka- 
maki), $4.50 for 6; the more adventurous 
should go for grilled eel (unagi, a real 
Japanese delight) or my dad's longtime 
favourite, sea urchin roe (uni), at the 
slightly higher price of $6.50 for 2 rolls. I 
guarantee the feeling of sophistication that 
accompanies these last two is well worth 
the money. 

If you're convinced that you're just not 
the sushi type, or you’d prefer to sjiend your 
hard-earned money on something slightly 
more filling, no need to worry; Sakura 
offers a wide selection of your usual 
Japanese platters, most of them for less 
than $17, and many for less than that. My 
date and I were up for something tasty yet 
not too heavy; he opted for the tempura 
udon, a buckwheat noodle soup topjxxl 
with lightly battered shrimp, and enjoyed it 
to the last sweet drop. I chose a donburi, a 
traditional Ja|ianese dinner consisting of a 
big bowl of white sticky rice lop|ied with 
your choice of egg, beef, fish, etc. I chose 
eel, and was more than satisfied. Sakura's 
portions are perfectly generous, and my 
meal included a miso (soy be;m based) 
soup as well. If you’ve never had tempura, 



I'd definitely suggest you try either a tem- 
pura appetizer or a tempura platter. 
Basically it’s a selection of shrimp, sweet 
potato, green jiepjier, and other vegetables, 
dipped in batter, lightly-fried, and served 
with a sweet soy sauce, crunchy and satisfy- 
ing. Sakura serves it nice and hot. As for 
die service, the servers are prompt and 
friendly, and actually sjseak Japanese. In 
fact, they arc so |>olite, that die |ioor cus- 
tomer sometimes feels clumsy and awk- 
ward in comparison. Dinner for two 
including 4 pieces of sushi, a tempura 
ap|ietizer and two main dishes came out to 
about $45. It may not be cheap, but for a 
complete Japanese dinner, it's not at all 
bad. 

Whether or not you choose Sakura, do 
make a point of getting out of your apart- 
ment and sharing some raw fish with 
someone you love. If that's not the true 
spirit of Valentine's Day, I don't know what 
is. 

Sakura is loaded at 21 14 de la 
Montagne, betumi Sherbrooke and de 
Maisonneuve; for reservations, aill 2HH- 
9122; for Valentine's Day reservations, 
aill earl\. 




D ating and relationships. Difficult 
ideas for some to grasp; objects too 
difficult for me to grasp. The gener- 
al consensus on dating, or at least what I 
gather from movies and television, involves 
going to dinner, a movie, and maybe even 
dancing. So when a girl says to her friends 
that she dated a guy for a while, she means 
that she went to dinner and hung out with 
the guy. 

There is a completely different compre- 
hension of (kiting for me and my gay folk 
(for the time being, I will leave out talk of 
girl-on-girl and hi action, as I run blissfully 
unaware of what occurs in these situations). 
Among the homosexual male population, 
the common understanding of the phrase 
"yeah, I dated him for a while," is "yeah, I 
slept with him a couple of limes." When gay 
gins liegin to have dinner together and go to 
movies, they are in serious relationship; 
when heavy emotions and two months have 
passed an infonnal engagement has lieen 
announced. A two-month relationship in 
gay years is equal to eight straight years. I 
was in a relationship in high school for a 
year and five months, my friends always said 
we argued like an old married couple. Little 
did they realize it was because we were actu- 
ally together for 6.8 years. So why is there 
such a large gap between straight and gay 
definitions of dating? Practice. 

I was considerably out in high school. I 
« went to a very small, all-bow high school. 



The Incredibly True Story 
of Two Boys in Bed 



Yeah, I know this one is too easy. All boy’s, 
taught by monks, essentially a cruising 
scene. Although I know everyone has 
dreams of the all-boy schools as being 
huge gay orgies all the time (or at least I 
did), unfortunately it was dirty, smelly lioys 
repressing their heterosexual desires for 
nine hours a day. I, of course, surrounded 
by repression, found comfort and sympa- 
thy. Eventually, over time the rumours 
spread and jieople questioned the painted 
nails, the Ambercrombic and Fitch cata- 
logue in my locker, and the way I was so 
easily able to talk to girls. 

Now imagine, if you will, that in this 
atmosphere of sexual desire expressed 
through religious fervour, I had started 
making out in the bathrooms and library 
and had taken my boyfriend to prom. Oh, 
wait a second, I did. I dated a boy for my 
last two yea is of high school and was con- 
siderably o|ien about it. We got caught all 
over the place, and essentially everyone 
knew, but it was better to not say anything 
and prelend nothing happened. I look a 
girl friend of mine to prom as well as my 
boyfriend; in fact, my mother still has the 
prom picture of all three of us standing 
there, her in the middle, us two staring at 
each other. We were almost named King 
and Queen and Queen of the prom. 

My story is certainly not a common 
one. Unfortunately, (kiting and relation- 
ships are not easy tasks for gay youth. Until 
a |ierson can drive, dating depends greatly 
on the driving ability of one’s parental 



units, and as is the case generally, asking 
your mom to take you on a date with Bob 
is not an easy job. This is because parents 
assume that their child is straight and 
coming out is certainly not an easy process. 
Of course this assumption of heterosexual- 
ity can be beneficial, because you can 
syiend hours in your room alone with 
another boy without raising any suspi- 
cions. Since young gay high school kids arc 
unable to straight date, they get what they 
can, or gay date. 



••r 

When guvs are forced to repress desire 
until their twenties, they are stuck with a 
case of priapism. Gay men are incredibly 
horny as is; imagine one who s|x?nt his teen 
years chastely kissing girls and praying. Gay 
guvs never get to go through the awkward 
but guiding steps of high school dating. This 
is what I mean by practice. Gay guys haven't 
practised and don't know how to date. 

So how do we change this, or do I even 
want to mess with a good thing? Maybe we 
should try gay-dates anonymous. There are 



three stejss to stop gay-dating. One: don't 
sleep with the guy the first time you meet 
him. Two: don't sleep with him later that 
night. Three: call him after you have slept 
with him. Our motto will be: sex is good, 
sex is great, we can wait ‘til the third date. 
Join me guvs; stand up and say it with me: 
“Hi, my name is Todd, and I gay dale." 

Odd Todd will appear weekly in 
Mind&Body. Email him your comments 
and concerns at odd@mcgilkltdly.com 



I’ve always wanted to 



Dabble in Hydroponics 



What: Growing your own various 
herbs or vegetables under lights or by a 
hydroponic system to save money 

How: There are various methods that 
can be utilized to glean a healthy harvest. 
Some people prefer to raise a crop under 
fluorescent lights in soil (which is prefer- 
able for first-time growers) or by using a 
hydroponic system, which is a bit more hi- 
tech. 

Where: You can comfortably grow 
whatever you desire in your own home, 
provided you offer a good growing environ- 
ment. Air circulation is key, as is accurate 
pll conditions and timing. For us in the 
Great North, it is still possible to grow a 
great crop. 




Cost: Seeds can range anywhere from 
$30-$80 for a pack of 5 seeds. The systems 
themselves range from $300 for a hydro- 
ponic setup to much less. The purchase of 
soil, the use of cheap fluorescent lighting 
and cmde ventilation systems (read: fan) 
will cost much less. 

Phone: There is a dearth of reliable 
gardening sources nearby, but there is a 
store on du Parc called Chavrc-cn-Yille 
that sells books and videos on do-it-your- 
self gardening. 8-45-4993, or go to 3418 du 
Parc. 

Comments: This type of gardening 
can be very tricky and you certainly do not 
want to lose your initial investment. 
Research your options well to decide what 



Johnny Grant, honorary mayor of 
Hollywood, is proud of his first harvest 

growing style is right for you. The website 
www.growkind.com will be of service to you 
as well. Keep the following points in mind: 
one seed equals four lbs. of buds but only 
the female buds arc worthwhile so plant 
twice as much as you desire; need 30-70% 
humidity, but more than that may make 
your plants stretch; you need a temperature 
of 75-85 degrees as well as a constant yet 
gentle air flow; you will need 1 gallon of 
soil per foot of growth. Happy planting! 
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bv John LeSare 
Un: McGill Daily 

A lright, with February (choke, gasp] 
14th only a few days away, Bubba 
Pinion gone from the While House 
and the Reverend Jesse Jackson's story of 
touching titty only providing for fleeting 
headlines at best, I'll s|x*nd this week tak- 
ing up the torch against monogamy all by 
my lonesome (naturally). 

I hold fast to the idea 
that it is lunacy that 
underpins the 
“exclusivity of love.” 



It has now I teen about 3 months since 
my last sexual interlude, which places me 
in the unique |xisition of wondering when 
the next time might lie, hut not worried 
enough to pursue any sort of meaningful 
seduction. That said, with libidos all but 
swept under the McLennan carpel during 
midterms and the February winds blowing 
through even our most hearty corduroy 
pants, it seems like a good time of year to 
lie walking along next to that "one jxr- 
son with whom you can lake refuge 
someplace wami. It seems to lie a particu- 
larly putrid time of year to be walking 
around, warming oneself to the idea of 
single-hood, musing to your monoga- 
mous friend about the imminent obsoles- 
cence of the very organs with which you 
are trying (absurdly) to come to ternis. It 
is these organs though, which have result- 
ed in the entire population of the earth. 
Scientifically shaking, it's worked like a 
charm. Sex, that is Monogamy, however, 
the most unnatural of all our "natural" 
social behaviours, has not. 

Is it that I am entirely embittered with 



«SUMMER MUSIC 
INSTITUTE (Florence) 



Culture, language, travel, rTTI^BP 
concerts, Credit/non-creditvüir^JC 
Rome, Venice, 3 days in 
Switzerland. Students, Grads, 
Professionals; July 20 to August 19, 
2001 Cost $1,845 U.S. Special low 
cost charter flight; Wrile/call: 203-754- 
5741 

SESSIONE SENESE PER LA 
MUSICA/ARTE 
Director, 595 Prospect Road, 
Waterbury, CT 06706 
website: www.sienamusic.org 



Be Yours? Not Bloody Likely! 

LeSare is single (again) and ready to attack monogamy 



my own experiments? Well of course! And if 
you’ve been reading this column since its 
inception in October, you'd know I hold fast 
to idea that it is lunacy that undcqiins the 
"exclusivity of love." Wait! Don't lose me 
hea*. What I mean to spark is consideration 
for what monogiuny often turns out to lie, 
not what we think it must lie. 

In the strictest sense it is a barrier sys- 
tem which attempts to block outside 
involvement in intimacy, which often leads 
to struggles for |xiwer, abuses of that |iower 
and feelings of isolation and loneliness. It is 
taught and conditioned from early on in 
school-age children and teens who take on 
girl and boy friends. The system of 
monogamy serves the acts of sexual experi- 
mentation well on one hand, allowing a 
safe and private place free from embarrass- 
ment to discover one's self with the help of 
another on the stune path. The problem 
hea*, again, is the natural "wall tendency" 
which monogamy throws up, masking teen 
date-ra|ie, excluding queer narratives from 
growing up sexually, and generally keeping 
everything that might lie discussed o|ienly 
amongst one's |ieers tmpped liehind the oh- 
so-exdusionary masks of one-to-one love. 

Bounced as we are then, from the 



daily 
classifieds 
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ion. McGill 

— v-» uiu> i to ui i vuuu il// $4.75 per 
oay. 3 or more consecutive days. $4.25 per 
day. General Public: $6.00 per day, or $5.00 
per day for 3 or more consecutive days. 
Ex» 3 charges may apply prices include 
applicable G5T or PST. Full payment should 
accompany you advertising order and may 
be made in cash or by personal cheque (for 
amounts over $20 onfyf For more informa- 
is office or call 398- 

6790 WECANNOT TAKE CLASSIFIED ADS 
OVER THE PHONE. PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD CWtEFlALY WHEN IT APPEARS IN THE 
PAPER. The Daily assumes no financial 
responsibility for erras, or damages due to 
errors. Ad will re-appear free of chare - 
ipon request if infamation is incorrect due. 
to our error. The Daily reserves the right! 
not to print any classified ad 1 
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help wan' n; 

IsUMMERCAMP HIRING 

Swim Director, Waterski, Tennis, 
Swim, Canoe, Kayak, Windsurf, 
Basketball, Soccer, Gymnastics, 
Rock-Wall-Climb, Football, In-Line 
Skate Park, Archery, Art, Pottery, 
Beadmaking, Photo, Dance, Drama 
Instructors, Female Group Leaders, 
Nursing Assistant. $250- 
$400/wk+room, board. E-Mail CV, 
JOBS@PRIPSTEINSCAMP.COM or fax 
(514) 481-7863 

Attention All Students! Very easy 
sales. Sales reps needed immediately! 



Students are covered for eye exams and 
get $75 coverage towards eyeglasses or 
contacts with their Health Insurance. 



• Eye Exam • Eye Glasses 

• Contact Lenses 

IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE ON MOST PIIESCWPTIONS 

"20% off on all frames. " 

VALID WITH THIS AD 

Dr. David Kwavnick,O.D. 

1535 .Sherbrooke St. W. 

(corner Guy) 



■SÎS 933-8700 
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call: 514-907-5665 ask for Vouia 

SEEKING MALE CANDIDATES FOR 
A COMPENSATED STUDY 
OF NASAL PHYSIOLOGY 

We are currently seeking NON-SMOK- 
ING MALES to participate in a study 
of nasal physiology. To be eligible for 
this study you must be AT LEAST 18 
YEARS OLD, healthy, and available for 
a 4 HOUR VISIT. COMPENSATION 
will be offered for your participation. 
For more information, please contact 
Ms. Maya Haasz. Mr. Elyess Khemici, Dr. 
J.F. Leroux. (514) 843-2611, «4170 



tumultuous rocket-ride of teen-love, (I 
don't know anyone without a horror story), 
we enter the “real-deal" trial |xriod during 
which we take our place within the various 
monogamous fonnulas set down for us. We 
are even allowed to keep the lemiinology: 
boyfriend and girlfriend, dating, necking, 
(lie first time. Oh sure, things are made a 
little bit more complicated, hut this is only 
natural, since as the stakes rise so does the 
intricacy of the game. Distinctions are 
added, (seeing each other, living together), 
and protocols are in place (guides tu the 
break-up, recovery, slart-again procedure), 
and drama gains almost painful levels at 
enter and exit wounds. Glorious at ixiints, 
the adrenaline of love foists a host of liver 
spotted dreams unto us, attaching the fail- 
ure or success of those dreams all the while 
to that "one |icrson" and the ever-ricketv 
monogamous set-up. 

Let's lx* honest. It's a contract. A con- 
tract between two people, carrying some 
legal weight and some material conse- 
quence when a breach occii 5 (certain 
divorces are exceptions, not rules, of back- 
ups). Bear in mind that most monoga- 
mous break-ups involve little or insignifi- 
cant exchange of property. 



SEEKING CANDIDATES FOR 
CLINICAL TRIALS TO STUDY 
NEW TREATMEMENTS FOR 
CONGESTION We are looking for 
individuals suffering from CHRONIC 
NASAL CONGESTION to participate 
in a clinical trial evaluating the effi- 
ciency of experimental treatment wiht 
saline nebulizatioa You may be eligible 
for this trial if you have suffered From 
NASAL CONGESTtQN FOR MORE 
THAN SIX MONTS. In order to par- 
ticipate in this study, you must be at 
least 18 years of age and available for 
a period of twelve weeks. 
Compensation will be offered for your 
participation. For more information, 
please contact Mr. Elyess Khemici, Dr. 
M.Y. Desrosiers, Dr. M. Blaquiére (514 
843-2611, «4170 or 4202 

Tutors required for students of all 
ages, in or near the clients home. 
Tutoring English, French or any 3rd lan- 
guange, late afternoon evenings + 
weekends. No experinence necessary. 
Must have very good command of 
English language. E-mail CV to hip- 
^ocamjjevi’sympatico.ca or call (514) 

CLIENT SERVICES ASSOCIATE 

ChemDeals.com seeking motivated 
individuals to join our energized inter- 
net company in Old Mil. Ideal candidate 
possess flexibility, desire to learn, and 
excellent communication skill. E-mail 
cover letters and resumes to 
jobs@chemdeals.com 

Data person needed, part-time 
basis, make your own hours, close to 
McGill. 982-6660. Info @ 
menswearshow.com 



Get On the Fast Track! Be your , 
own boss and set your own hours. 
CAII now: 928-6478 Excel Canada 
Independent representative. 



WORD PROCESSING/TYPING 

WHEN YOU JUST NEED 
A LITTLE MORE TIME!!! 

Kathleen Business Services, able to 
produce quality term papers, essays, 
thesis, reports, etc. for $1.20 per page. 
Call 514-487-1750. 



Il depends on the control over one's 
loins, one's genitals, the |x*nis or the vagi- 
na, those often fickle, always mood-swing- 
ing organs. It limits. It controls. It forces 
you to give up pieces of yourself and to 
change for the Ixltemient of the "collective 
self" which is supposedly formed by 
monogamy. It wonders when you are late. 

Il worries when you are sick. It creates 

immensity of sorrows at any type of 

separation. It is possibly the most 

idealistic and ridiculously ^0* 

irrational activity that 

the human race f9w 

ever came up witli 1® 

and bothers to bol- 

ster with constant J 

attention and I 

Despite all of [I , 

Ibis, it still seems to | * 

lx the most popular m[ 
template for Western yUk) » 
erotic lore. Hie selD 

necdy-ncss and overall 
propensity to self-anni- 

hilation notwitl island- I^RKS 

ing, I wish ;dl tlx fool- ' )| M 



French Writer Master Degree for 
your translations-corrections. English to 
French + tutor reasonnable fees per- 
fect and international French style. 
514-485-9274, 

Proofreading services. Editing of 
term papers and dissertations by Ph.D. 
graduate and writing instructor. 
Resonable rates. Call 274-1336. 

Word Processing 

Term papers, Essays , C.V.'s ETC. 



Term papers, Essays , ^ IV ,. 

Experienced typists. 7 days/week. 
McGill Ghetto. Call 282-0301 



Have your work professionally typed 
by a typist w/ 4 yerars experience. 
Close to campus. Phone 286-4032. 

MOVING/STORAGE 



Moving/Storage. Closed van or truck. 
Local & long distance. Ott-Tor-NY-Fla- 
7 days, 24 hours, low rates. Steve 



-ESSONS/COURSES 

Master School of 
Bartending 

Bartending and table service courses. 
Student rebate, placement program. 
849-2828. www.Bartending.com 

SERVICES OFFERED 

Loving and experienced work-at- 
home mother's helper.Daytime. 7- 
month baby girl. Near Villa-Maria 
metro. Approx 10 hrs/wk. Flexible 
schedule. References. 483-2452 

Test Anxiety 

Cutting edge technique. 'Painlessly, 
rapidly and effectively. Reduces anxiety 
and improves exam scores. Deborati 
Herman (A.T.P.Q.) M.A. Concordia 482- 
1608. 

Come and practice your French 
with Francophones. Bilingual Club 
1/2 + 1/2 (450)465-9128. 

METROPOLITAN NEWS 

Newspapers & advanced dates of the 
latest & best adult magazines from 
around the world. 866-9227. 1109 
Cypress. 



Lsh, irrational ;unl risk-taking lovers out there 
a Happy Valentino's Day. And if you're out 
there, whoever you are, “lx mine." 

Valentine 's Da y Homework for lone- 
ly. sad and /ta/U'lic people like me: look 
up Eurythmies " lore is a St ratifier " 
Listen closely, '/his « lore, at least of the 
mouofiumous sort. 
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I English Angst? Writing assist- 
nace/corrections for University 
papers, essays, resumes, etc. Also 
typing services. Call Lawrence 279- 
4710. E-mail: articulationslh@hot- 
lmail.com 



I was thinKng (he other day (pay attention 1 
tfont do it otten) I( you told your average stw- 
dent leader about a country where the govern- 
ment was trying to shut down a newspaper or a 
television station, tlvey would shale tlreir head 
and say something profound about Ivorian rights 
and freedom of the press The question liven 
wixld be, why Ivre 3 the student governments of 
Montreal's English language Universities both 
had a go at silencing at least two ( 2 ) cartes 
media outlets each Funny old world eh? 

Regards, 

Uncle cam 
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QUEBEC 
j DIABETES 
00 ASSOCIATION 

INFORMATION AND DONATIONS : 
1514) 259.3422 or 1.800.361.3504 
www.diabBte.qc.ca 



ÛOT SOMETHING TO 
I PROMOTE OR iELL? 




USARINC! 
398-6790 







On track: likes the intensity 
at 15,000 rpm. 

OFF track: same deal. 

Only at 15,000 Ft. 
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Josh Freund 

Player's Racim 
Team member 




